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Our Tenth Anniversary…The Power of 10!! 
by Charlotte Eulette, Int’l Director 

 

 

Celebrant Foundation & Institute began in June, 2001 and this year we cheerfully celebrate our non-profit, 

international, educational organization‘s 10th year anniversary! In many ways the years have gone by in a 

snap; and looking back it has been a wonderful adventure as well as a long, hard road and a process we call 

coming of age. This year we celebrate all that we were in the past and will become in the future. We invite           

one and all to travel through this edition of our Celebrancy Today E-Newsmagazine and get to know some 

of our Life-Cycle Celebrants ® that conduct thousands of personalized and important rite of passage cere-

monies in their communities throughout the US, Canada, Mexico, France, Spain and Northern Ireland.

The World is in our Hands! 

 

On behalf of the Sarma family, our board of trustees, faculty, alumni and our gracious friends and 

contributors to our 501C3 org, we thank you all and invite you to join us on Saturday, April 30th 

for our Celebrant Foundation & Institute‘s Collective Wisdom Conference & Workshop taking 

place at the Hyatt Hotel in Jersey City perched 

on the Hudson River with extraordinary views of 

NYC. Come join us as will look down the river 

together and remember those who came before 

us and the unfolding of events that bring us to 

gather on this spring day. And, then we‘ll look 

north up the river and dream of the future as it 

moves ever forward to bring us endless opportu-

nities and challenges. Over the past 10 years, we 

at the Celebrant Foundation & Institute (CF&I) 

have learned this extraordinary lesson from our 

Celebrants: energy realized = small ripples 

making big waves.  We congratulate all of us on 

this voyage of discovery that we share. 

Everybody let‘s holler hip, hip hurrah for the   

                                                                                power of 10!! 
 

Photo: Candle Lighting Ritual at our prior CF&I 2010 Collective Wisdom Conference 

R to L: Cynthia K. Reed, Director of Academics - Gaile Sarma, Founder &  

Charlotte Eulette, Int‘l Director 
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Introducing the Master Life-Cycle 

Celebrant
®
 Program! 

By Cynthia K. Reed, director of academics 

 

 

The Celebrant Foundation & Institute is thrilled to introduce our 

new Master Life-Cycle Celebrant® Program!  Fittingly, we are 

unveiling this new program, which honors our experienced Cele-

brants, just as our tenth anniversary year begins.  This rigorous 

academic and service program is designed to provide a ―Master‖ 

designation to those of you at the forefront of our Celebrant movement who are committed to be-

ing continuing leaders and mentors in our community.   

 

The program is open to those who have at least five years of Celebrant practice experience and 

who are certified in each of the three specialty courses we offer – Weddings, Funerals, and Cere-

monies for Families & Children.  This challenging one-year academic program requires candidates 

to complete a number of projects, a refresher minicourse, and a portfolio of their work in order to 

receive their Master‘s certificate: 

 

Ethics for the Life-Cycle Celebrant® refresher course 

Service Project to the Celebrant Foundation & Institute community 

Master‘s Research Project 

Portfolio Submission of Ceremony and Celebrant Practice materials 

 

 

Why become a Master Life-Cycle® Celebrant?  
 

The Master Life-Cycle® Celebrant certificate program recognizes experienced Celebrants who are 

dedicated to their craft and their community, and to providing outreach on the importance of cere-

mony and ritual.  It is designed for those Celebrants who seek to become leaders and mentors 

within our Celebrant movement.  Our Master Celebrants will: 

 

Achieve and be recognized for a level of excellence within the life-cycle celebrancy profession 

Hone their skills to better serve their clients and their communities 

Live their celebrant practice out loud and large and model for other celebrants what it means to 

totally embrace life-cycle celebrancy 

Support and nurture the growth of the Celebrant Foundation & Institute 

Deepen their celebrant experience and commitment 

Be leaders within the Celebrant organization 

Help build and strengthen our Life-Cycle Celebrant® community 

We are excited at this new opportunity to recognize excellence in Celebrancy. 
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Life-Cycle Celebrant® News Round-up 

 
Share-a-mony Shared 
 

Celebrant and Faculty member, Molly Melé, from California:  

 

 

 

 

“This photo was taken (by my phone) at 

my Share-a-mony today at noon Pacific 

time.  I was in my favorite park setting 

and had a lovely meditation and walk 

with all of you in mind.  I am filled with 

gratitude and joy today and send bless-

ings and hugs to all.  Hope the gradua-

tion (2010) was lovely...I was with you all 

in spirit.” 
 
 

 

Wish Upon a Wedding – Celebrants Care 
  

A growing number of Celebrants across the country grant wedding ceremonies and vow renewals 

to couples where one of them is terminally ill, through the non-profit organization called ―Wish 

Upon A Wedding”. To learn more and inquire about joining a local chapter please visit their web-

site at: http://wishuponawedding.org/ 

 

Anita Vaughn and Bev Albert from IL, and Julie Laudicina from NY are several Celebrants that 

have graciously donated their services as Wedding Celebrants for these loving couples.  This is a 

great ―giving‖ opportunity for Wedding vendors such as - Celebrants, Wedding Planners, Venue 

Managers, Florists and Musicians, to work closely together for an important cause.  
 

Anita Vaughn tells us…  

 

“Hello all! 

 

I just wanted to report that Wish Upon a Wedding's first event was a great 

success!  

 

Much to my surprise (and the cause of my nervousness!), CBS News was there 

and filmed the ceremony! Nick & Beth’s ceremony can be seen at: http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfZiyA3Yzo8”  
 

Great Quote from Ifa-El-Lewis, Class 2011 

 

“I am still here in the program because Funeral Celebrancy is knocking on my door. It is 
no longer just a program that I am in; it is a program that is in me.” 
  

http://wishuponawedding.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfZiyA3Yzo8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfZiyA3Yzo8
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Paddling & Crossing the Threshold 

 

 
 
 
Northern California Wedding Cele-
brant Bill Cummings takes his 
canoe across the water to meet 
his bride to be on his wedding 
day, an ancient custom revived!   
 

 
 
 
 

 
Adult School Offering by Celebrant… 
 

Indiana Life-Cycle Celebrant and faculty member, 

Marta Adubato has been invited to submit an idea(s) for 

several adult learning seminars at her local university on 

―Celebrancy‖.  The audience is over 50 years of age and 

is enrolling in 1 1/2 hour to 3 hour seminars on various 

topics of interest to them. 

The director of the Institute has asked Marta to submit 

one or several ideas for seminars where she could talk 

about ―the need for ritual in our lives – A Life-Cycle 

Celebrant‘s Perspective.‖ Beside‘s introducing herself as 

a Celebrant in her community, Marta also sees this as a 

great opportunity to open up the topic about planning one‘s own funeral and/or memorial. 

 

GOOD IDEA you say? 

If you are interested in making a presentation to your local community college or alma mater, give 

us a call and let us help you make this happen.  

 
 To be a Human Rites & Rights Activist 

 

Celebrants embrace people from all walks of life through ceremony 

and NJ Celebrant, Bonnie Cushing epitomizes in every way and 

with the launch of her new book, Accountability and White Anti-

racist Organizing: Stories From Our Work. Bonnie belongs to a 

much hailed, international organization called the People’s Insti-

tute, Undoing Racism.  

Bonnie‘s book is a multi-authored collection of narratives from the 

―field‖ and she tells us, ―I‘ve been gardening in for nearing a decade 

now.‖  Bonnie says,‖ It‘s been a real labor of love, an incredible 

learning experience, and I‘m proud of the result.  Although it is geared specifically for social jus-

tice advocates and supporters it‘s an interesting and thought-provoking read for anyone.‖  

The book can be pre-ordered at Amazon.com(!): The link is http://www.amazon.com/

Accountability-Anti-racist-Organizing-Bonnie-Cushing/dp/1934390321/ref=sr_1_1?

http://www.amazon.com/Accountability-Anti-racist-Organizing-Bonnie-Cushing/dp/1934390321/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286199428&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Accountability-Anti-racist-Organizing-Bonnie-Cushing/dp/1934390321/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286199428&sr=1-1
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s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286199428&sr=1-1  -  or go to Amazon and do a search using these 

terms: ―accountability‖ ―white‖ (without quotes). The book comes up first in the resulting list of 

items.  It would really be helpful if we receive a few orders. This will raise the book‘s sales rank 

and encourage Amazon to order more books.   

 

TLC Funerals, Celebrant’s New Book! 
 

Funeral Celebrant, Donna Belk in Austin, Texas has published her 
new book “Undertaken With Love”. Dorry Bless interviewed Donna 
Belk in an article about green burials that was published in  the 
January of 2010 issue of Yoga Journal. Here is the article link: 
http://www.yogajournal.com/lifestyle/2980 and her new book 
info:http://undertakenwithlove.org/ 
 
 

 

Hot Winter Solstice 2010  
   

 
 
 
 
 
Sacha Jones, Celebrant in NYC stirs it up right on time 
at her Winter Solstice Soiree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Labyrinth – Sign of the NY Times 
                                     

New York Times  (3/26/10) The Rev. Jean K. Ando (and Celebrant from 

the Celebrant Foundation & Institute) walking the labyrinth at Marble Col-

legiate Church at Fifth Avenue at 29th Street in Manhattan, NYC. A laby-

rinth is a walking aid to meditation found in various forms in many cultural 

and religious traditions. This one is painted on canvas and is based on the 

design of a labyrinth inlaid in the floor of Chartres Cathedral in France in 

the 1200s.  

 

 

Intrigued? 
Maybe you would like to learn more about labyrinth rituals for your ceremonies? Come 
join us at our Celebrant Collective Wisdom Conference and Workshop Labyrinth walk on 
April 30th 2010 in Jersey City, NJ.  
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Accountability-Anti-racist-Organizing-Bonnie-Cushing/dp/1934390321/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286199428&sr=1-1
http://www.yogajournal.com/lifestyle/2980
http://undertakenwithlove.org/
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Making History - Same Gender Marriages in our Nation’s Capital  

 

 

 

 

Washington D.C and Maryland Wedding Cele-

brant, AC Warden and member of CF&I‘s fac-

ulty, shares this incredible photo of one of the 

first legal marriages she performed for a same 

gender couple at our nation‘s capital. The ecstatic 

couple‘s expression says it all. Is your state next? 

Let‘s hope so!  The story and photo were featured 

in LIFE Magazine on line, check it out: http://

www.life.com/image/97400474 
 

Barbara Rubel, Keynote Speaker 2011 CF&I  
Collective Wisdom & Workshop  
 
On Saturday, April 30th, 2010 at 2:30 pm at the Hyatt Hotel in Jersey City on the Hudson, 
NJ – the day before Celebrant Graduation  

 

Barbara Rubel, MA, BCETS is a nationally recognized thought leader in 

the field of compassion fatigue and coping with traumatic loss. Barbara is 

the author of the book, But I Didn’t Say Goodbye: Helping children and 

families after a suicide (2nd ed.) and the 30 hour continuing education 

course book for Nurses, Death, Dying, and Bereavement: Providing com-

passion during a time of need (2nd ed.), sold through Western Schools. Bar-

bara is the co-author of the Department of Justice, Office for Victims of 

Crime Training Curriculum, Compassion Fatigue.  Rubel wrote a chapter 

in Thin Threads: Grief and Renewal. Barbara was featured in the Emmy 

award winning Documentary, Fatal Mistakes, narrated by Mariette Hartley, 

sold through the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. Barbara de-

veloped the Palette of Grief®.  As a hospice bereavement counselor, she supported individuals 

who were terminally ill. Barbara has facilitated bereavement support groups, taught at Brooklyn 

College and was a consultant with the NJ Attorney General and UMDNJ to support those im-

pacted by 911.  Currently, she's a consultant with the Department of Justice. Barbara Rubel re-

ceived a BS in Psychology and MA in Community Health from Brooklyn College and is a Board 

Certified Expert in Traumatic Stress, Diplomat, American Academy of Experts in Traumatic 

Stress, Certified Bereavement Specialist, and Certified Pastoral Bereavement Counselor.  

 

Barbara Rubel, MA, BCETS, CBS, CPBC 

Keynote Speaker, Trainer, Consultant 

Author of But I Didn't Say Goodbye: Helping Children and Families After a Suicide and the 30 

hour continuing education course book for Nurses, Death, Dying, and Bereavement: Providing 

Compassion During a Time of Need; co-author of the Department of Justice Training Curriculum, 

Compassion Fatigue and contributing writer in Thin Threads: Grief & Renewal. 

Website: www.griefworkcenter.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.life.com/image/97400474
http://www.life.com/image/97400474
http://www.griefworkcenter.com/
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Celebrants - the New Tradition for Modern and Meaningful 
Marriages  
 
 

Do you like the way that sounds? Take it and use it and here 

is more from Celebrant and faculty member, Michele 

Davidson in Vancouver, BC in Canada.   

 

Michele has been featured in an insightful documentary on 

the subject of Modern Marriage, airing nationally, in which 

she is interviewed and performs a ceremony. 

 

Michele tells us, ―Sue Ridout of Dreamfilms masterminded 

this huge project to air across Canada on CBC Doc Zone 

Thursday Jan 20. I was very honoured to be interviewed for 

the film as a Celebrant, given the highly regarded sociolo-

gists, therapists, and others who also participated. One of my 

couples is also interviewed, and there is footage of the candlelit snowy full moon wedding cere-

mony I crafted and performed for them.‖ All if this to tweak you interest in what promises to be a 

very progressive film... One of the featured couples is in a long term open marriage.‖ A link of the 

TV Documentary will be circulated soon via our Celebrant FB and Yahoo. Here is the postcard 

below… 
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Funeral Celebrant and a Traumatic Loss Ceremony 
 

 

Celebrant, Paula Craige of NC, shares this poign-
ant photo (above) with us from a funeral she pre-
sided over for a young woman who took her own 
life. “This part of the ceremony,” Paula tells us, 
“was at the burial site, where the deceased’s loved 
one’s came together for the ritual of passing the 
shovel, tossing dirt and throwing flowers onto the 
woman’s grave. Paula says this about the funeral, 
“It was beautiful and powerful and sad.” 

 

We thank Paula for her contribution of her photo and caption to our CF& I Member’s Library. 

 

State Your Claim on Life With a Ceremony! 
 

Southern California Celebrant, 
Nancy Burnett Initiates a Crone (wise 
woman)  Ceremony and shares this with all of 
us… 
 
“Dear Friends,  
Some days it is just necessary to state one's 

claim on life. Today is one of those days. After 
a dark night, the awakening soul must sing:  

-This is who I am 
-Let us all advance! 
-Love and blessings, 

 
PS: A few of you receiving this blessing are too young for this threshold. But given the 
shortage of women's rituals in our culture, I include you to offer inspiration for your fu-
tures. Others, please share this with young women you would like to inspire.” 
 

 Moving to the Rhythm of Life 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant, Natasha Lyndon of Kamloops, BC, Canada, 
makes the moves that keep her alive and healthy!  
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Gulf Oil Catastrophe, think about it… 
                                                                                          

Photo: Peter presiding over a baby blessing on the 

Rio Grande 

 

Celebrant, Peter Michie of New Mexico gives us a bit 

o‘ ancient knowledge about our Gulf of Mexico Oil 

Catastrophe… 

 

―Story goes this man was working with a Native 

American Shaman in Northern New Mexico and they 

went out to, as the Shaman put it, ―Pray Rain.‖ ―Oh,‖ 

said the man, ―We‘re going to pray for rain?‖   

―No,‖ said the Shaman, ―We‘re going to Pray Rain. 

Not pray FOR rain.‖ 

 

 

Ringing in a Coming of Age Ceremony  
 

 
Celebrant, faculty, and trustee, 

Dorry Bless and husband Howard 

Spierer’s daughter Orli Spierer 

smiles in all her young, splendid 

beauty at her ceremony before her  

many, many well-wishing family and 

friends. Celebrant, Charlotte Eulette, 

rings in the ceremony with the Ti-

betan bells. We thank the family for 

this photo contribution to CF&I‘s 

library.  

 
 

 
Day Care Center’s Rededication Ceremony  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NJ Celebrant, Enid Medina 
officiates 
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Smiling faces of the students in front of the CF&I gifted 

tapestry   

 

On Oct. 6, 2010 La Vida I Pre-school in Paterson, NJ 

held its Rededication Ceremony, performed by Angela 

Enid Medina.  Due to the unrelenting weather in April of 

this year several floors of the Straight & Narrow Program 

building were damaged, this included the pre-school.  

This was a sign that a transformation was in order and af-

ter much deliberation by the administration, crews came 

in to gut, renovate, clean and restore the school.  Many of 

the teachers, parents, family, friends and other staff mem-

bers gave of their time to bring new life to this establish-

ment.  The facility now looks wonderfully colorful, im-

peccable and very conducive to primary education.  The 

ambience and school climate is one of calm and joy; eve-

ryone has been positively affected by the change, espe-

cially the children.  

 

On this day in October many teachers, parents, family workers and other contributors present, the 

school was officially rededicated with a program that included presentations by administrators, a 

ceremony to rededicate and bless the school, using poetry, chimes, a soapstone heart to gather 

good intentions and an unveiling of a beautiful Peruvian tapestry, donated by the Celebrant Foun-

dation & Institute.  The program ended with a handshake and a promise on everyone‘s part to keep 

the school moving forward, reaching the goal of attaining state accreditation. 

 
Newly Elected on Celebrant Board of Trustees  

 
We are thrilled to announce our new Celebrant Foundation & Institute board of trustee member 

Ms. Marcia Almeida. Marcia is a Celebrant, hails from Montclair, New Jersey, she is a much 

loved in her community and has worked closely and successfully with prestigious non profit or-

ganization in the past. We thank her big time for coming on board with us and helping our organi-

zation flourish even more than it has!  

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee, Marcia Almeida on the right with 

Celebrant and faculty member April Beer on 

the left  
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Table Top Baby Welcoming Ceremony 
 

Friends come together to celebrate a 

Baby Welcoming Ceremony for direc-

tor of academics Cindy Reed’s 

lovely, second daughter, Akeyla. The 

blue ribbon circled the table and 

wishes circled as well. Everyone wore 

the ribbon around their wrists until our 

Akeyla officially arrived and joined 

her family Cindy (mom), Matt (dad) 

and Astrid (big sister). This is a Great 

photo and we thank the Reed & Ken-

nedy family for the photo of this 

meaningful ritual that will always live 

in our hearts.  

 
 

 
California Celebrant Chapter Lunch while at Dignity Memorial 
Meeting 
 

 

 

Left to Right: Dorry Bless,  Terry 

Lieberstein, Venus Kitigawa-Stojisic, 

Nancy Burnett, Stacy Wilhoit, Cherie 

Sawiak, Toni Torquato, Andy 

McCuen, Charlotte Eulette  

 

 

 
 

Arizona Celebrant Chapter Gathering and Labyrinth Walk at 
Kristine Bentz’s Home 

   
 
Left to Right: Kristine Bentz, Susan Tomlinson, Marilyn Rampley, Carolyn Niethammer, Charlotte Eulette   
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PA Celebrants Gathering at Lois Heckman’s Harmony Gardens 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left to Right: Dorry 
Bless, Catherine Lynd, 
Sarah Lemp, Alannah 
Gabriel, Julie Barrier, Lois 
Heckman 

 
 
 
 

 

NJ Celebrants wish Cindy Reed & Family the best on their move 
from NJ to NC!  
 

 
 
Priya Navani and family 

graciously hosts the party 

for our Director of Academ-

ics, Cynthia K. Reed and 

her family as they move to 

beautiful North Carolina 

 

Left to Right: Eliz Phaire, 

Cris Kollet, Martina Chui-

Sabourin, Priya Navani, 

Beth Forman , Char Eulette, 

Cindy Reed, Jeff Wallis & 

Jerry, Dorry Bless, Orli 

Spierer, Risa Marlen, Bari 

Braun, Paul Wax, Tony 

Zecca and daughter Kim  

Kirkley & Marcia Almeida.  
 
 

 

Association of Woman Funeral Professional – Newly Minted Board 
Member  
 

Congratulations to CA Celebrant, faculty, and Funeral Director, Caroline Flanders on 
becoming a newly minted board member of the prestigious organization “Association of 
Women Funeral Professionals" We are incredibly proud and happy for you - and all 
of us. Caroline tells us, “I am truly honored to be a part of it!”  
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Wedding Memory Book 
 

 

 

 

 

MA, Celebrant, Deb Goldman cre-

ates a memory book for a ceremony 

that tempts guests to get creative and 

make lasting memories come alive. 

 
 
 
 

 
Spirituality & Health Celebrant Column – That’s right!  
 

We are happy to announce our Celebrant Column in the Spirituality & Health Magazine‘s weekly 

online newsletter. Steven Kiesling editor-and-chief of Spirituality & Health Magazine and Char-

lotte Eulette, international director of Celebrant Foundation & Inst created this great platform for 

the community of Celebrants to bring to light topics to ceremonialize for one whole year. That‘s 

right, 52 weeks of ceremonies by Celebrants! COOL!!! Below are some of our Celebrants that 

have been invited to take part of this smashing project! At the end of the year we will create an e-

book of these Celebrant‘s stories. Our Celebrants have also been invited to submit articles to Kath-

ryn Hamm‘s GayWeddings.com that recently merged with Wedding.com. If you are interested in 

writing stories and tooting your horn for your Life- Cycle Celebrant practice, I urge you to talk 

with us at CF&I. Now is the time, we want to get you some super e-ink!!!  

 

Sign up for the Spirituality & Heath Newsletter to read the array of topics on ceremonies from our 

Celebrant family at:  

http://community.icontact.com/p/spiritualityandhealth/newsletters/enewsletter/rss.xml 

 
  

Wedding & Funeral Celebrant - Lois Heckman of PA 
 

 

  

Wedding & Funeral Celebrant -  AC 
Warden in the Washington DC area 
 

  

 

  
Wedding, Family & 
Children, Funeral 
Celebrant, Faculty    

                                                     and Head of New  
                                                                                       Media, Cris Kollet  
                                                                                           in NJ 

 

 

http://community.icontact.com/p/spiritualityandhealth/newsletters/enewsletter/rss.xml
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Wedding & Funeral Celebrant, Adam Phillips in NY 

 

 
 

Wedding & Funeral Celebrant and Faculty, 
Marguerite Griffin of IL 
 

Wedding Celebrant,         
                                                 Andy McCuen of So  
                                                       Cal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
                             
 

 
 
 
 
Wedding & Funeral Celebrant and Faculty,   
Venus Kitigawa-Stojisic of LA, CA  

 
                

 
                                Wedding, Funeral, Family & Children Celebrant, Sandra Monahan of PA  

Wedding Celebrant, Shae Uisna in OR 

Wedding Celebrant, Nick Meima in CO 

Wedding & Funeral Celebrant and 
Faculty, Elizabeth Phaire of NY 
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Wedding Celebrant, Julian Spalding, OR 
 
 
 
 

Wedding Celebrant and Faculty, Selina Ashurst, New 
Brunswick, Canada  
 
  

 

 

 

Wedding Celebrant 
and Faculty, Selina 
Ashurst, New Bruns-
wick, Canada  

Ode to myself 
By --Julian Spalding, Oregon Celebrant  & Poet 

 
 

 

I have been my own worst enemy, 

my own best friend. 

Here I am writing 

a poem to myself. 

 

Am I Narcissus looking at 

my reflection in the pond 

of my memories? 

 

Or am I Hildegard singing 

my praises in verse? 

 

Either or neither, I have 

stumbled through thorny thickets 

of addiction to a mad woman 

and a mad man 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in thrall to an idea of relationship 

my heart captive to memories 

of lonely places and empty lives. 

 

I once was lost, but now— 

I write poetry and I own a house. 

 

A circuitous journey has taken 

me to arrive at the place 

where I began, wiser now 

but still the fool, 

 

the dog of innocence yapping 

at my feet, urging me to step 

off the cliff. 

I am my worst enemy and my best friend. 
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Healing Power of Ceremony ~ By Carolyn Neithammer 

 
For thousands of years medicine men and women and priests of various religions have known of 

the power of ceremony, but it was a surprise to hear a medical doctor speak out on how ceremony can help 

patients with physical ailments. 

 Speaking to a gathering of alternative health practitioners in Tucson in January, Ann Marie Chias-

son, M.D., a clinical assistant professor of medicine at the Arizona Center of Integrative Medicine, gave 

many examples of how ceremony can change medical outcomes. 

 ―Simply visiting a doctor or a healer is a ceremony,‖ she said. ―Making the appointment, entering 

the office checking in, waiting, entering the office,‖ are all preparatory.  ―The switches for a lot of healing 

are in the unconscious and ceremony is a way to get there. Ceremony works at the deepest level of the deep 

psyche. Only a portion of what is happening is conscious. Ceremony works in the unconscious field, hu-

mans are just wired this way.‖ 

 Dr. Chiasson acknowledged the centuries of use of bells and incense and singing by traditional 

healers. 

 ―The gates to ceremony are image, scent, sound, and layering of the voice,‖ Dr. Chiasson said. 

―The role of the ceremony leader is to induct a state of consciousness so the participants can receive the 

ceremony.  They are the hole that the energy pours through.‖ 

 According to Dr. Chiasson, not everyone involved needs to be a believer in the power of ceremony 

for it to work.  An example would be a cere-

mony asking for a good outcome in an oper-

ating room. ―Only one person needs to know 

what‘s going on for it to work,‖ she says. 

 One of the broadest uses of cere-

mony is in psychological healing. ―Some 

things are just too big to carry alone, cere-

mony addresses this,‖ she said.  ―Situations 

like 9/11 and death when the patient is just 

crushed by grief need ceremony.  Psychiatric 

literature says that ceremony works for those 

who have been unable to express certain 

feelings but can do so through ceremony.  

The can obtain resolution even without in-

sight. Brain wave research says that cere-

mony stimulates brain wave shifts.  We 

change even if we don‘t mean to change.‖ 

 

 

Indian ceremonies & photos ~ By Carolyn Niethammer, AZ Celebrant and Library 

Director for Celebrant Foundation & Institue. 

 

 For anyone interested in ceremony, there can be no greater country to observe ancient rituals than 

India and no better city than Varanasi (formerly called Benares), where they have been perfecting those arts 

for thousands of years. 

  Our stop in Varanasi was the culmination of two weeks in India in mid-January where with 14 fel-

low travelers and a guide I toured the forts, palaces and forests of the colorful state of Rajasthan and other 

close-by sites. 

 After a pleasant morning visit to a temple at Sarnath where Buddha received his enlightenment, we 

regrouped in the late afternoon and divided into twosomes for a harrowing ride through chaotic traffic on a 

bicycle rickshaw to the main ghats of the Ganges River .  (A ghat is a series of cement steps and plazas 

leading from the street level down to the river).  The ghats had a carnival atmosphere and swarmed with 

beggars, sadhus with matted hair and orange robes, touts selling postcards and tourist trinkets, and women 

and children with brimming baskets of marigolds. 

Photographer: Don Larson 
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            Before boarding a large rowboat for a trip 

up the river, we bought shallow paper cups con-

taining a few rose and marigold petals and a can-

dle that was little more than a smear of wax 

with a wick.  It was dusk as our boatman 

rowed us upriver a quarter mile to he crema-

tion area. From the river, we could see about 

a dozen cremation fires on the various levels 

of the ghat leading up from the river bank. 

Several stretchers holding bodies covered 

with colorful cloths awaited their turn at the 

fires.  Boatloads of wood were tied to the 

dock. Our guide told us that each cremation, 

which must be overseen by a special class of 

Untouchables for hire, requires 700 pounds 

of wood.  

            (Because India is rapidly becoming 

deforested, those folks with ecological sensibilities as well as people who die without money or relatives 

are now cremated in an electrically-fired facility further down the river.) 

 Hindus believe that cremation releases the soul from the body, readying it for its next reincarnation. 

However, they also believe that by dying in Varanasi, one can escape samsara, the endless repetition of 

birth, death and rebirth. People travel from around the planet to die there. Should one die elsewhere, crema-

tion on the banks of the Ganges or the spreading of ones ashes in its waters is the next best thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            As our oarsman turned our boat to head back down river, we all lit our little paper cups and set them 

adrift on the river, where they were soon caught in the current and glided away. 

  Back at the main ghat, the nightly Aarti ceremony was under way in front of an even larger crowd than we 

had left.  Seven Hindu monks, dressed in burgundy shirts and ivory silk skirt-like wrappers, faced the river 

and made ample use of the universal ritual symbols: bells and smells and fire. 

            In an age-old ceremony that is basically a gratitude for the day, the monks chanted, rang bells and 

gongs, and ritually lit and lifted containers of incense so the fragrance could drift over the crowd. Next, sev-

eral brass oil lamps, the latter branched like a Christmas tree with fire on the tip of each limb, were moved 

to the left, the right and overhead with appropriate chanting.          

    Our group left while the ceremony was winding down, but we returned to the river at dawn the next 

day, well bundled up, to watch the faithful bathe in the Ganges despite the chill.  I brought along a small 

plastic bottle and scooped up some Ganges water that I will be able to offer in quantities of a few drops to 

the next Hindu couple that I marry.  Oddly, despite the fact that the Ganges, all along its 1,560 miles from 

the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal is the recipient of cremains, garbage, sewage and dead bodies of many 

species, my little bottle of water was crystal clear and remains so after several months.   

 I left the Ganges, awed by the rituals on her banks and their power to draw thousands of partici-

pants night after night, century after century, as they seek to either to get on with life in the next go ‗round 

or to join in a communal thankfulness for whatever good fortune has visited them that day in this life. 
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A Celebrant’s Path ~ Marilyn Rampley, AZ Life-Cycle Celebrant 

 
 

My mom died in May.  Nothing causes one to reflect on life as deeply as does 

death.  I am feeling the pull to new challenges. 

 

I have worked at Shadow Rock Preschool as a Board Chair, then Teacher and, 

finally, Co-Director since 1974.  I love being with the children and teachers, 

working with families, and learning and teaching the latest in early education 

practices.  It‘s been a grand job and has allowed me to also work as a church 

administrator, parenting instructor in prisons and community colleges, technical 

writer, founder of a community theater, and other part-time pursuits.  I always 

have been lucky to work in areas where I hold deep passion. 

 

It‘s time to retire from preschool and enter a new career as a celebrant.  The path to this new career has, in 

hindsight, a thoughtful and coherent trajectory. 

 

In the 1990s I studied Transitions, Change, and Life-Coaching skills with Dr. Frederick Hudson of the Hud-

son Institute of Santa Barbara.  A brilliant man with far-reaching interests and understandings, Frederic 

wrote The Adult Years:  Mastering the Art of Self-Renewal.  Dr. Hudson was an inspirational teacher and 

prescient futurist.  He also was an early leader in the field of adult life-coaching and his wife and partner, 

Pamela McLean, continues their work.  (See hudsoninstitute.com) 

 

Two psychologists, a career counselor and I formed Transitions Associates, a consulting business which 

included life-coaching.  We worked for several years with individuals and corporations in the Phoenix area 

addressing transitions, change and career paths.  With Dr. Hudson we conducted a week-end retreat organ-

ized around themes of adulthood:  doing, being, gifting, connecting, searching for meaning, and playing.  

The workshop was held at my preschool/church site.   Since my responsibility was the theme of ―playing‖, 

my personally most overlooked theme, we had great fun interacting as if we were small children.  Imagine 

adults bowling with cloth balls and pins, dancing with scarves, building with blocks, creating with water-

colors and clay, and interacting with picture books.  It was great fun! 

 

Through the years I saw friends go through marriage and career transitions.  I watched as they entered the 

dis’s, also known as the doldrums—disappointment, distress, disillusionment, disconnection.  They typi-

cally cocooned for a while before a new dream captured their imagination and energy and they emerged 

renewed. 

 

Later I watched institutional transition at my church.  The Hudson model was certainly applicable to the 

situations I witnessed there and I wrote about my observations in our church newsletter.  This model works 

for both personal and institutional transitions. 

 

Why am I reflecting on this history?  Because I think that all of these 

various strands have woven together into a rich, yet unfinished, tapes-

try.  In May I will leave the preschool after 37 years and move into a 

new calling. 

 

I toyed with attending seminary for the second time, this time to obtain 

a ministerial degree.  (I have a lay Master of Arts in Values degree 

from San Francisco Theological Seminary.)  Being my own Life-

Coach, I looked at the parts of ministry that would give me the greatest 

satisfaction, that fed my soul.  Certainly I was not drawn to church ad-

ministration; I‘d done that.  I was not thrilled with dealing with com-

mittees and governance; I‘d done that as well.  I really am not drawn to learning Greek or writing sermons. 

 

What has sparked creativity and passion for me is designing themed worship services, ceremonies for spe-

cial events, creating personalized memorial services, writing songs and even a musical play, working with 
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other creative and compassionate people. 

 

For example, in the last decade I created and led a service for parents who lost children.  When my mother-

in-law died friends and relatives at her memorial service embroidered small Texas stars that were given to 

her great-grandchildren in shadow boxes and we told stories and all ate her favorite pecan pie.  When my 

work partner retired we held a slumber party for the dozens of teachers who had worked with her and 

passed a talking stick around the circle updating one another on our life paths.  I planned a healing service 

for my church during a crisis.  These are the sorts of activities that I love. 

 

In 2007 I read an online article in CNN Money about an exciting profession imported from Australia and 

Great Britain—that of being a Celebrant, one who creates and leads personalized ceremonies and rituals for 

life transitions and rites of passage within the secular realm, always honoring the belief system and wishes 

of the participants. 

 

So…I investigated the featured non-profit Celebrant Foundation and Institute, found it to be not only repu-

table, but highly respected, and began taking online classes with them.  Now I am a certified Life-Cycle 

Celebrant in funerals and healing ceremonies, as well as those for families and children.  (See celebrantin-

stitute.org) 

 

Recently I was privileged to meet with other Southwestern United States celebrants and the dynamic Char-

lotte Eulette, one of those responsible for introducing this practice into the US.  Our time together was 

breathtakingly exciting and inspirational. 

 

I have taken the Life-Coaching skills I learned from Dr. Hudson and used them for myself as I move into a 

new career as a Life-Cycle Celebrant.  It feels like everything that has happened in my life has brought me 

to this point and I anticipate a satisfying and meaning-filled future. 

 

Mom both lived and died well.  I plan to do the same. 

 

What if?  (A Life without Celebrants) ~ By Marilyn Rampley 

 

What if I change and no one notices? 

 

Everything is different from inside my eyes. 

 

But no one marks the occasion, 

no one sees the transformation 

or even cares. 

 

How different it all could be 

if someone would name the change. 

 

They could call me the New You 

and I‘d know they noticed. 

 

If they would light just one candle 

or ring one chime 

I‘d know I count. 

 

What if I change and no one notices? 

 

Not even X marks the spot. 
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Giving Back to the Community ~ 

 
By Celebrant Priya Navani, Office Manager for the Celebrant Foundation & Inst.  
 

 A trip to senior nursing home is indeed an eye opener for your soul that I would highly recommend! On 

10/10/10, I along with my newly formed non profit, youth organization called DIA – Dedicated Indians of 

America visited Regent Care, a senior nursing home in Hackensack NJ.  It was a heartfelt experience for 

the youth, performing bollywood dance and magic show. 

 

The youth age group was from age 8 to 19. One of the senior members held my hand and said that our 

group is sewing good seeds for the future that an experience like this will remain with the youth for life. 

When I later asked the youth members how they felt being in a senior nursing home, they were thankful 

that they were able to experience a noble cause. One of the kids was sad that he might not see some of the 

senior citizens in his next visit, others felt humbled and gracious after their visit. 

 

The seniors were thrilled to see an energetic youth group who took time out of their day to serve the eld-

erly. Our youth members later interacted with the seniors, introduced themselves and gave them a reason to 

smile. This was indeed an eye opener for everyone present.  

 

As a celebrant, I understand the importance to give back to the community in whichever way we can. I 

would highly recommend our Celebrant community to reach out to senior homes to their activity directors 

and offer our creativity in any way we can. 
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Chicago Area Celebrant Raises the 
Curtain on The Majestic Theatre 
 
Celebrant, Toni Hassett proprietor of The Majestic Theatre 

 
Almost exactly 100 years later, just like Ms. Julia Remington, 
Brenda Zuccollo and Chicago-area Celebrant Toni Hassett, 
have repeated history and restored The Majestic Theatre to all 
its grandeur as the gem of Kankakee, IL. 
The Majestic Theatre was built in 1912 by twice-widowed Ms. 
Julia Remington, who was the exact same age as Toni is now. 

This grand theatre originally cost $80,000. Five months after its grand debut, the theatre 
burned down. The theatre was immediately re-built in time to host the famous Marx 
Brothers in 1916 and Sandra Bernhardt, who at 67 of age was considered the greatest 
living actress.   
Toni Hassett has performed over 250 weddings in the past five years and has heard 
countless complaints from couples in and around the Kankakee County that they could 
not find a special place to get married.  The Majestic Theatre is a first class venue that 
accepts all people and their celebration needs. 
 
The Majestic Theatre features a full stage, sixteen feet screen; art deco grand style, sec-
ond and third floor balconies, and a rear walking museum. The theatre is equipped with 
high end technology capabilities and is capable of hosting wedding ceremonies, recep-
tions, concerts, fashion shows, business seminars, pageants, proms and many other 
types of events. The Majestic Theatre also offers full catering and bar services with seat-
ing up to 500. 
 
Toni Hassett says, “When you walk the halls of the Majestic you instantly feel love and 
happiness.  I look forward to all my Celebrant friends performing many ceremonies at The 
Majestic Theatre.” 
 

"Above all, we need the reassuring pres-

ence of a visible community, an intimate 

group that enfolds with us understanding 

and love and spontaneous loyalty and be-

comes a point of reference for the rest of 

the human race." 

 

-Lewis Mumford, 1956 
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Pet Rest in Peace Interview ~  

By -Dorry Bless  

  

 Right before Thanksgiving, Charlotte Eulette and I 

toured Eric Larsen's full-service pet memorial center and 

crematory, Pet Rest in Peace,  in Secaucus, New Jersey.  

Eric has been a friend of the Celebrant Foundation for sev-

eral years.  His partner, Donna LoBiondo graduated as a fu-

neral celebrant in 2008.   We are very excited about his new 

venture.  If you are a NJ or NY celebrant, there is the poten-

tial for you to officiate at Pet Rest in Peace.  If you are lo-

cated too far away to service Eric's animal funeral home, 

still, I think you will find what he has to say below interest-

ing and informative; and this information will be helpful as 

you pursue opportunities to preside at animal funerals in 

your own region and/or assist your own client families.  

Since Eric is a licensed (human) Funeral Director with a 

long and successful career -- he is a wonderful resource.  I 

hope you enjoy my chat with Eric Larsen of Pet Rest in Peace.  Read on! 

 

  Tell me about Pet Rest in Peace and the services you provide including 
the geographical area you service.  

 
 We service the greater New Jersey and New York Metropolitan areas from our Secaucus, 

NJ headquarters. We are available to pet owners and Veterinarians around the clock and 

every single day of the year. We provide home euthanasia by our affiliated licensed Veteri-

narians. In the case of natural death or pre-arranged euthanasia, we provide reverent trans-

fer of deceased pets from home or veterinary hospital to our memorial center for cremation 

or other final disposition. Pet parents can also view the cremation at our center if they 

choose to.  

      

 Wake or visitation services can be provided at our center; quite similar to a human funeral 

home. Of course, a complete memorial service can be conducted via a pet celebrant at the 

center, or even at graveside during the time of burial. 

 

 Do you only handle cremation?   Talk about the private and group cre-

mations and how long a client waits to receive his or her animal's re-
mains. 

 
 We can coordinate a burial for pets and appropriate memorialization and services, just as at 

a human funeral home. All cremation is done at our center on site in Secaucus.  In the case 

of group or community cremations, the pet's cremated remains are not returned, but a cer-

tificate of cremation is offered and a pet memory kit is available upon request. In private 

cremation there are two types. Your pet's cremated remains can be hand-delivered to your 

home within 48 hours or delivered to your veterinarian's office or to your home via U.S. 

mail within seven days. In both cases we also provide a pet memory kit, which includes a 

certificate of private cremation, a pet remembrance journal, a tribute candle, and a compre-

hensive packet of grief information for the entire family. A temporary urn is provided also . 

Families may wish to purchase a permanent and unique urn through our product gallery on 

site, or through our website.  

 



25 

 

 Can a client look to arrange a complete funeral, ceremony and burial 

through Pet Rest?   
 
 Yes, we can arrange any type of memorial service or final plan that suits the pet owner, 

including a complete funeral, ceremony with an officiant or celebrant of choice, and burial 

at a pet cemetery. Pre-need planning can be completed on-line, by phone or optimally in 

person. Pre-need funding is placed in a FDIC insured trust which is interest bearing and 

guarantees the essential costs of funeral rites now and in the future.  This special pre-need 

feature also allows an individual to close out the trust at anytime with return of all essential 

monies due the funder. 

 
 Tell me how the idea for Pet Rest in Peace came about and what it took 

to make it a reality. 
 
 My family and I have been in the pet products business for many years and my brother and 

I are also licensed Funeral Directors, so it seemed natural to marry our two passions and interests. We 

wanted to bring the same model of end of life compassion and service to pets and pet owners, just as humans 

receive. We wanted to provide a meaningful service to the pet culture. We also wanted to make the final 

goodbye, the euthanizing or transfer of a pet from home for the final time, a more reverent and personal proc-

ess than it currently is at a typical Veterinarian's  office.  

 

 Walk me through what an actual 'call or arrangement ' might entail (i.e. does the ani-

mal companion owner come to you to meet?  Do they make arrangements over the 

phone?). 

 
 We can make the arrangements by phone, at our center or we can come to their home, whichever works best for the pet 

owner. We make ourselves totally flexible to their needs. Pet companion owners may call us directly or we might receive 

the referral through one of our affiliate Veterinarians, animal control associations, human funeral homes, pet groomer, or 

pet sitter/walker.... whomever has an understanding of pet loss to an owner or family. 

 

    Are there other animal funeral homes in the tri-state area or in the United States?   

 
 Nothing like our pet memorial center and crematory is available in the tri-state area. We are unique in our 

breadth and depth of services and in the fact that we are owned and operated by licensed funeral profession-

als. There are a very limited number of pet funeral homes elsewhere in the United States. 

 

 List or mention the benefits the client receives by working directly with a licensed Fu-

neral Director instead of calling a pet cemetery or doing it all through their veterinar-

ian's office. 

 
 The benefit is that we handle everything seamlessly for the client, from providing a Veterinarian to provide 

end of life care at the home, to reverent transfer from the home to our center, to funeral planning and disposi-

tion of cremated remains. Just as with a human death where the funeral director handles everything for the 

family, we handle everything for the pet family as well. Going through the Veterinarian's office can be a 

colder and harsher experience for the pet owner, and we find that the human touch gets lost in those settings. 

We also have licensed Veterinarians that provide home care for geriatric pets who require palliative care and 

possibly leading to home hospice care. 

 

 Please name the different animals your facility is equipped to handle. 

 
 Cats, dogs, birds, ferrets, rabbits, virtually all domestic pets except horses currently. We can also provide 

complete services for exotics such as: lions, tigers, jaguars, etc. 

 

 Do you work with animal celebrants?  Can they officiate at your funeral home site?  

 
 Absolutely! We have a pet funeral celebrant on staff for those in need, and also welcome any other animal 

celebrant the family would like to use for their memorial or funeral service. Services can also be arranged 

with a celebrant at an individual home or other desired location. We are completely flexi-
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ble to any/all needs or requests! 

 

 Tell us about some of the products you carry.  Tell us about the grief 
support package (books, etc...) you offer in your special package.  

 
 We carry unique urns made of precious metals and woods, and keepsake jewelry and grave 

markers. We can take fur clippings and incorporate it into a keepsake or take a paw print 

for a keepsake product as well.  Beginning in early 2011 we will have over 400 memoriali-

zation products on our website that can be personalized and sent directly to the family 

member or friends. We have additional on-line services such as: floral tributes, gift baskets, 

complete comfort foods and sweets that can be delivered with overnight express service, 

along with compassion books. 

 

 Can you give us an idea of the price range of services. 

 
 Cremation fees will vary from $175 to $475 depending on the type of cremation and 

weight of the pet. Again families can select from other services which are priced at varying 

levels. We offer a range to cover every budget. 
 

 

 Have Veterinarians been receptive to this service? 
 
 Very much so! Veterinarians see our service model as an opportunity to provide value 

added services to their companion owners. and to humanize the worst part of pet owner-

ship, which is of course the inevitable loss. The astute Veterinarian hospital or practice re-

alizes that having a professional funeral affiliate can only provide a valuable continuum of 

their services in order to maintain a critical and positive impression of pet loss services... 

this will most likely have the owner return with their next kitten, puppy, etc. These type of 

emotional impressions become optimum public relations for "word of mouth" advertising! 

 

Website: http://www.petrestinpeace.com/ 

       Contact: Eric K. Larsen 
 

 

 

 

 

" ...and a person should celebrate 

everything passing by." 
 

By Stephen Sondheim - A Little Night Music 
 

http://www.petrestinpeace.com/
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Celebrants First Ceremony – What a Beauty!  
 
I am Dottie Hirvela, a 2010 graduate in Families and Children, and this is the response 

to the first ceremony I preformed.  It was a quick creation with only two rewrites.  Well, 

actually one rewrite.  My friend Ann had asked me to create a ceremony for her when 

she returned from her final volunteer trip for AJWS (American Jewish World Services).  

She had worked in many developing countries over the past decade and this trip would 

be her last for AJWS.  The problem was, while she returned home from a refugee camp 

on the Thailand/Burma border in May, she left town again and again on trips to visit 

family and friends around the US.  Finally we managed to grab her long enough to plan 

a dinner out for her 75th birthday. 

 

Three days prior to her birthday the thought came to me to offer to do a ceremony for 

her while she was surrounded by her friends at dinner.  I put together a short Croning ceremony, arranged 

to meet with her and made the offer.  This was my birthday gift to her (with strings attached – a photo from 

the ceremony and her comments to use for advertising).   I showed her the draft and asked if she was inter-

ested; she loved it!  We had communicated casually through emails about what she would like in a cere-

mony, so it wasn‘t too difficult to pull something together.   

 

Next, I learned a big lesson.  After receiving her approval, I sat with her ceremony and ‗made it better‘, 

made improvements in the wording, changed nothing else.  Feeling proud of myself, I zipped a copy off to 

Ann the day before her birthday.  Her response was NO!, I hope you kept the original as I loved that one.  I 

apologized and saved the ‗improved‘ ceremony for a future client.  She had truly loved the first draft and I 

needed not mess with it; I learned my lesson. 

 

The ceremony was short as it was to fit in between the ordering of food and its arrival at our tables.  I in-

vited Ann to choose two friends to read readings; she loved the idea of incorporating other friends into the 

ceremony.  I asked if she owned a shawl we could drape around her shoulders and she was so excited to use 

one of the many she owns, one she had never worn.   The final part of the ceremony was what people talked 

most about afterwards, as it was something they had never seen.  I held up a stone from the shores of Lake 

Superior, which had been rubbed perfectly smooth over time by the movement of water and the sand of the 

lake.  I explained that we would pass this stone around to everyone, and each person upon receiving it, 

would hold it between the palms of their hands and infuse it with their love for Ann; and not just for Ann 

but for all the people around the world that she has helped through her volunteer work.  I continued to ex-

plain that Ann would then take the stone home, place it on a shelf and be the recipient of its love-filled en-

ergy.  Of course as those of you who know me, I had written ‗Shalom‘ on the stone which touched many of 

her guests. 

 

The ceremony came to a close with Ann walking around the tables giving and receiving blessings with each 

guest.  I was given and happily grabbed the opportunity to explain what a Celebrant is, where I was trained, 

etc.  It was a wonderful evening and most importantly, Ann described it as a joyous occasion.  I excitedly 

look forward to my next ceremony, a Baby Naming in August.  Celebrating all stages of life, what an 

honor! 

 

Letter from ceremony honoree to me… 

 

Dear Dottie, 

I never dared to dream of a celebration for my 75th birthday that would be so moving and so memora-

ble!  Your celebrant programming was absolutely perfect in every way. I loved having you drape a shawl 

around my shoulders and induct me into the society of Crones. I loved having friends read poems you se-

lected that were spot-on in reflecting my values.  I loved everything about the party, thanks to your cere-

mony.  Thank you, thank you, for making my transition into the third age such a joyous occasion. 

With appreciation, Ann 

 

 

Florida         

Celebrant,  

Dottie Hirvela  
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Celebrating Life and Death during a Home Funeral 

One Family’s Journey 
By, Kristine Bentz - Sweetgrass Ceremonies, LLC 

 
When families reclaim death rites at home, with their own hands, they summon profound levels of courage. 

It is hard work. Although the toll pales in comparison to the array of dividends realized: emotionally, physi-

cally, socially, and environmentally. That is why I serve 

families as a Home Funeral Guide. Each journey with a 

family is so full of living! 

 

Yes, I am a Life Cycle Celebrant, too. I compose and lead 

ceremonies for acknowledging life‘s smilestones: new life, 

love and loss. My feet walk firmest in the 

domain of loss - where I help people care for their own 

after death - at home. A departure from modern funeral 

norms? Perhaps. Yet during home funerals we merely 

reclaim funeral rites we know from our collective past. 

Natural practices that our ancestors plainly knew. Friends 

and family once came to console the living and witness 

the deceased at home, before burial. The process was a 

natural part of life. 

 

When the situation is appropriate today, caring for our own dead is possible in nearly all states. In the safe, 

intimate and comfortable environment of home, holding a funeral or vigil is deeply transformational in 

ways that no other space allows. In early June, I visited a family for a home funeral consultation. The 86 

year-old matriarch, Bella, was failing physically and mentally. I sat beside her and basked in her radiance. 

She was a pure Italian beauty! She was frail, yet her sparkling dark eyes, white hair and grand gestures 

spoke louder than her words. Her daughter and son-in-law explained how they had birthed all three of their 

children at home. They were certain of their ability to care for Bella through her death at home and after-

ward, too. They just wanted support. During the visit they felt reassured by our conversation. When I left, I 

thought a long stretch of time would pass before we met again. 

 

I was wrong. A week later, I received the call that Bella died at home. The family knew what to do in that 

moment - which is really simple. They sat with their mother. I went within an hour to support their caregiv-

ing through the final stages. They began by calling the Sheriff and doctor to pronounce Bella‘s death, wash-

ing and caring for her body, then dressing her in burial clothing. These may sound like oddly simple acts on 

the surface. They are truly complex and divine below the surface. Plus, wholly life-affirming to witness. 

 

In life, Bella portrayed her Italian name with a splash. She was beautiful. In death, she was elegantly fragile 

and beautiful, still. She rested in grace in her living room, from Tuesday afternoon until Thursday morning 

before burial. (Her body refrigerated by the dry ice positioned underneath it, to ensure compliance with 

state laws.) Throughout Wednesday, her family took turns being beside her body, processing the paperwork 

to legally act as their own funeral director, building her casket and comforting each other. During a family-

led funeral, the family is in charge at all times. As a home funeral guide, I act merely as a supportive pres-

ence. I mostly listen. We work through the initial shock, then gently, I name what items are needed when 

and which steps need to be taken and how. Knowing when to be present yet silent, just helping hold the 

sanctity of the space, is often the most fortifying role I play. Early in the morning of Bella‘s burial, her fam-

ily moved her body from lying-in-grace to the casket. Before that movement, the family was playing her 

favorite operas, as if to roundly honor her last moments at home. The sound of Pavarotti floated amongst 

the vases full of flowers from Bella‘s yard. Two days after her death, her face still looked so lovely. Can-

dles lit the transformed pre-dawn room. The men in the family moved her with ease into the handcrafted 

casket. Her daughter helped position her head upon pillows. She wrapped Bella in the quilt which lined the 

simple box. Then her daughter quietly said, ―Mom is ready now.‖When the casket lid was placed, a pang of 

separation was clear. We read Bible passages for comfort.   
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Tears fell bitter sweetly; with a sense of peace and intimacy that words are too feeble to describe. A humble 

procession of the family‘s cars took Bella‘s body to a Memorial Park for burial. Her family cared for her 

through her life and her death. With their own hands, they lovingly placed her casket on the cradle to be 

lowered into the earth. The graveside service was unadorned and oh so poignant. We each placed a handful 

of soil on the casket. I sang Amazing Grace for the family. I really understood the lyrics for the first time. 

 

Powerful Medicine, Song 
Celebrant, Nancy Irish, from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan 

 

I sat with a dying friend last night. Another friend and myself sang to her during her last two hours, as she 

passed from this life, and for a few minutes afterward...."Go Lifted Up."  When I told the congregation 

about it (for whom I serve as Celebrant), many others expressed a wish to die while being sung to. I'd sung 

to a friend giving birth, and now to a woman in her death. Powerful medicine, song. When I sang her favor-

ite song, Spoon River, she opened her eyes briefly for the last time. 

 

The woman who died was a crusty, feisty lady. She didn't want a memorial service, but she thought a party 

sounded like fun, so this one I'm calling "Wyn's Passage Party."  I love Celebrant work!  It's so satisfying to 

create the kind of ceremony or observance that fits the person. 

 

I've been swamped by life and haven't been in touch with the Celebrant world lately, but it's sure good to 

know you're all out there.                                          

                                            And a poem to enjoy… 

What I Learned From My Mother—by Poet, Julia Kasdorf  

 

I learned from my mother how to love  

the living, to have plenty of vases on hand  

in case you have to rush to the hospital with 

peonies cut from the lawn, black ants still stuck 

to the buds.  

 

I learned to save jars large enough to hold fruit 

salad for a whole grieving household, to cube 

home-canned pears and peaches, to slice 

through maroon grape skins and flick out the 

sexual seeds with a knife point.  

 

I learned to attend viewing even if I didn‘t know  

the deceased, to press the moist hands of the liv-

ing, to look in their eyes and offer sympathy, as 

though I understood loss even then.  

 

 

 

I learned that whatever we say means nothing,  

what anyone will remember is that we came.  

 

I learned to believe I had the power to ease  

awful pains materially like an angel.  

 

Like a doctor, I learned to create from another‘s 

suffering my own usefulness, and once  

you know how to do this, you can never refuse.  

 

To every house you enter, you must offer  

healing: a chocolate cake you baked yourself,  

the blessing of your voice, your chaste touch. 
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CELEBRANT, LOIS HECKMAN, CREATES NEW  

OPPORTUNITES AND REVENUE STREAM RIGHT IN HER 

OWN BACKYARD 
~ By Dorry Bless 

 
 

Over the past year, I've been excited as Lois Heckman (Class 

of '04) shared with me her plans to create her own ceremonial 

space at her home in the Poconos. Then I actually got to see it 

come to life!  Lois and husband, Kent, along with their two 

dignified and personable English Springer Spaniels, Mojo and 

Jocomo, live on a beautiful piece of property near a popular 

recreational and resort destination in northeastern Pennsyl-

vania.   Kent runs his recording studio there and records all 

kinds of music from jazz greats to indie rock, as well as cho-

ral music and voice-overs.  In his spare time he gardens, 

grows great tomatoes and makes his own 'to die for' ketchup!   

 

Lois' celebrant practice is thriving and took off soon after she 

graduated.  In her first year alone, she officiated 25 weddings 

at nearby high-end wedding venues and developed a strong, 

ongoing relationship with those in-demand wedding locales.  Her practice continues to grow.  This season 

alone Lois officiated 50 ceremonies plus 25 at her own home-grown ceremonial site, Harmony Gardens.  

Since the beginning, she found that besides being the 'regular' wedding celebrant at many venues she was 

also getting calls for elopements or small ceremonies that she could easily accommodate on her wooded, 

scenic property or on her porch without having to travel very far.   

 

This lead to an idea......keep on reading to learn how Lois' expanded her practice to the next level. 

 

Tell us what inspired you to create your own ceremonial space, Harmony Gardens, on your property?  

Having officiated hundreds of weddings, I began to see a need that was not being met in the Poconos. The 

weddings I perform at beautiful venues like Skytop Lodge, Stroudsmoor Country Inn, Mountain Springs 

Lake, Shawnee Inn, and many more, are great for larger weddings and receptions. I love them all, and will 

still continue to officiate there. But it isn‘t for everyone. And then there is the timeframe. Most of these 

venues can book up a year or more in advance. Couples began contacting me to perform a wedding for just 

the two of them or with a few close family members and guests, and I began accommodating them in my 

home or in our garden. However, the area in our garden, while beautiful, wasn‘t truly set up for a ceremony. 

That‘s when my husband Kent, being the ever adventurous and ambitious gardener that he is, offered to 

create something designed especially for this purpose. And he did.  With input 

based on my experience officiating at the many locations, and his gardening 

expertise, it came to life. We wanted it to be intimate, have a great entrance 

for the bride and many charming features and details. We wanted it to feel 

spiritual, comfortable, quiet, and be full of trees, plants and flowers. And like 

everything we strive to do in our personal lives and business lives, we wanted 

it to be eco-friendly and well thought out. A lot to consider.                                                                            

 

How did you come up with the name, Harmony Gardens? 

 

The name comes from the fact that we are musicians and it just seemed to tie 

in well. We actually have a recording studio on property and my husband gra-

ciously lets me use his lounge and restrooms for my weddings. We have to 

watch for scheduling conflicts, though!  

 

Describe how you went about  designing the ceremonial space along with the plantings and use of stone. 

Also tell us about the 'great rock' altar.  It is a powerful spot and wonderful focus point in your ceremonies. 
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The design of the space was fun and I wanted to use the natural stone on our property and lots of deer-

resistance plants that would look great through the seasons. The large altar rock 

was a happy accident. When having some of the rocks moved down from the 

mountain into the ceremony space I asked the excavator to bring a few really large 

ones... not knowing exactly what I'd do with them, but sure something would 

come up. One extremely big one broke in half and looking at the break I could 

envision it as a table-like surface. I asked him to position it in the circle, and it 

worked beautifully! 

 

We came up with the idea of the three circles, and very importantly I wanted a 

nice entrance for the bride or the couple and lots of great spots for photos. 

 

Tell us how many guests your space can accommodate and if you just perform the 

ceremony or offer reception amenities as well? 

 

The center circle holds 50 chairs easily, but I don't want to expand to any more people than that. I do not 

offer the site for receptions. For me, that's too big of a carbon footprint to want to deal with. This is a cere-

mony ONLY site. 

  

Tell us about the ceremonies you've officiated at Harmony Gardens to date. 

 

Most of the Harmony Gardens ceremonies are weddings, but I did do a few vow 

renewals, and we had our Freedom Fellowship (my 'church') fire ritual this past 

fall, which was fun! 

  

Does it feel 'different' officiating on your own grounds?   Do you have more 

freedom from your clients to be more creative regarding designing rituals?  Do 

you have a rain back-up? 

 

Having ceremonies at home is great because most of the clients are flexible with 

their time. This means I can officiate at a near-by resort and also have a wedding 

at my place before or after. Most people choosing to have their ceremony here are not looking for that rigid 

package that you have at a fancy venue. So if I can officiate on the day they are asking about, but only at 1 

o'clock or 5 pm, they are usually more than happy to select the time that works for me. 

 

For a rain plan (so very important always) I use my porch, which I quickly can turn into something that 

looks right. I took this idea from one of the places I officiate at, Skytop Lodge. It's exactly what they do and 

its quite gorgeous. 

 

On the negative side, it is more work than I thought it would be. I find I am meet-

ing all the incoming guests and welcoming them, showing them around and just 

standing on my feet and going non-stop for quite a while. It's not at all like walk-

ing in to officiate, it is hosting. I've now amended my contract to limit the num-

ber of hours and make things a bit clearer, so that should help. 

 

 

 

 

I know you have two wonderful English Springer Spaniels, Mojo and Jo-

como.  Do they ever participate in  ceremony? 

 

Our dogs are in lots of weddings photos, but so far, not official role for them, 

other than greeters and just great fun for everyone.                                                                              

Have you changed your marketing or advertising to promote your in-house space ?Did you need to put up 

signage on your road or obtain any permits? 

 

I added a new page to my website and listed on a few sites specifically as a ceremony site. I checked out the 
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permit situation and didn't need one as long as I wasn't putting up a building (which I didn't). I haven't put 

up any road signage; I like to keep in quiet, but have very detailed directions on my website, which are ac-

cessible with a password. 

 

Do you have ideas of how celebrants who might 

be interested in creating space might be able to 

do this if they don't have acreage or property. 

 

I would encourage all celebrants to create an out-

door and/or indoor space to augment your cele-

brant business. Even just a nice arch in your yard, 

or creating a nice look of some kind in a home 

office, could add to your celebrant business. I 

don't know about you, but I get last minutes calls 

from couples, and having a nice spot to offer 

them is a real selling point. Keep a good 'photo 

op' spot in mind as you do this. Perhaps hang a 

curtain on the wall (beware the back-lighting of 

windows) or create some kind of nice back-

ground and take their picture. And of course add something on your website about it! 

  

Is there a different way you promote your practice for elopements and/or small ceremony? 

 

Yes, I don't do as elaborate a ceremony, but I still try to make it as personal as possible. I have a shorter 

questionnaire and information form, too. 

 

Thanks, Lois.  Maybe this has inspired you to dream up some -out-of-the-box ideas to promote your own 

celebrant practice.  One thing we know for sure -- celebrants are by their very nature -- creative individuals 

that make things happen and bring ceremonies to life in all types of locations in communities across the 

globe!  Call us, email us and let us know 

what you're up to in your own backyard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can read/see more about Lois' celebrant 

practice at www.LoisHeckman.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Left to Right: Dorry Bless, Catherine Lynd, Sarah Lemp, 
Alannah Gabriel, Julie Barrier, Lois Heckman 
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VERY Small WEDDINGS 
By Celebrant,AC Warden  

 

In DC, Maryland , and Virginia, the areas I serve, marriage ceremonies are 

not legally required to have witnesses so weddings here can get very small.  I 

have performed simple services in hotel suites, public parks, restaurants, and 

prisons.  Most often I perform these simple – ―let‘s just get legally married‖ - 

ceremonies  for couples serving in the military or foreign  service.  Also, 

there are many same-sex couples who travel to DC because they can‘t get 

married at home.   Sometimes a bride or groom is incarcerated.   Often the 

couple and I are the only ones present.  Sometimes, though – especially in 

public places – we do have spectators.  Last spring, shortly after same-sex 

marriage became legal in DC.  I married a couple from Texas in DuPont Cir-

cle.  As usual, I was focused on the two brides and didn‘t notice any observ-

ers.   I declared them married and a cheer went up as they kissed!  It was a 

precious and affirming moment for all of us. 

 

Prison weddings can get complicated logistically.  I have been on the verge a 

couple times, but then had things cancelled at the last minute by forces be-

yond my or the couple‘s control.   The prison chaplain and warden must approve my credentials – ordina-

tion and appropriate state registration.  They also need a letter of intent from me including the names of the 

couple and the number of the prisoner.  Many city and county detention centers don‘t have any facility for 

weddings.  State and federal prisons are more likely to allow this, but only at special times.  Staff at the fa-

cility also have to be informed and agree to the ceremony.   

 

Small weddings like these can really benefit from the Celebrant approach to crafting personalized ceremo-

nies.  In intimate settings values are expressed through words and readings.   There are no musicians or 

color coordinated bridesmaids and groomsmen lined up - no floral arrangements, programs, or dove re-

leases.   It‘s just the couple and the Celebrant and sometimes a photographer.   

 

When planning a very small wedding ceremony with the couple I have many things to keep in mind.  First 

and foremost, it should be a true expression of who they are.  At the same time, it should be quite short.  

The couple doesn‘t need to stand there listening to a long speech about how they met.  They simply need to 

affirm the reasons why they are taking this step.  It‘s also appropriate to signpost where they‘ve come from 

and those who have provided inspiration to them along they way.  Their vows should be heartfelt – espe-

cially when they are not writing their own.  Simple rituals (a rose exchange or a glass of wine shared) and 

readings can also be folded in.  There is no legal reason why rings HAVE to be exchanged - especially if 

they are planning a bigger ceremony later on.    

 

My approach to each couple follows the Celebrant style of creating any ceremony.  In cases like these, I 

don‘t ask them to fill out questionnaires.  It‘s TMI (too much information) and often there simply isn‘t time 

for this.  Instead I interview them – often over the phone.  I ask about their backgrounds; their family situa-

tions – parents, children, etc.; where they grew up and have lived; their cultural backgrounds.  I also ask 

about  their religious backgrounds and their current spiritual beliefs.  Even if they want a completely civil 

ceremony, I try to discover their moral values and other beliefs that are important to each of them.  I also 

ask about their relationship – what brought them together – how long have they been a couple – what they 

have in common – why they are taking this next step.  Then I draft a ceremony and send it to them to re-

view and make changes. 

 

Logistically, I do ask one member of the couple to sign a contract.  That way we all know that the commit-

ment we are making to each other is serious.  In DC my name will appear on their marriage license so it 

will be clear that I will be the one to perform the wedding.  But of course, we ALL need to be aware of and 

agree to the where and when.  I also take down contact information and ask for a deposit.  Again, these 

things help to guarantee that we all plan to show up at the appropriate time and place.   When there are no 

caterers and wedding planners involved some couples can feel that things aren‘t quite serious.  I once had a 

couple show up an hour and a half late to their own wedding.  AND they missed the boat trip they had al-
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ready paid for – not to mention the extra fees they owed me for waiting around (I had some time that day 

but that isn‘t always the case). 

 

I recently performed a prison wedding in Maryland  which had its own set of logistical challenges – but not 

from the couple themselves.  After many delays and cancellations it finally came off on a Thursday night – 

the time they had reserved for weddings.  The bride and groom, a guard and myself were the only ones 

there in the visiting room.  I had arrived a half hour early to be checked in.  All the guards were very gra-

cious and friendly while professionally performing their jobs. I was given a locker for my jewelry, purse, 

and cell phone.   I was screened very much like at the airport.   My coat (there was a bit of an outdoor walk 

from the check-in to the visitor‘s room), jacket with pockets, and notebook with the ceremony were sent 

through the x-ray machine.  I later used the guard‘s pen to fill out the marriage license since mine was not 

permitted through.  Despite the restrictions, the couple was like any other – overjoyed to see each other and 

excited to be getting married.   

 

They happy ending here is that the couples who ―elope‘ usually have big weddings, with all the trimmings, 

planned for the future – after their tour of duty; when they return to their homes; or after their release from 

prison.  I call these ―Blessing‖ ceremonies because their entire community of families and friends now has 

an opportunity to bless their legal marriage and accept them as a couple.  I often preside over these ceremo-

nies as well -  in true Celebrant style.  We often draw on elements of the earlier ceremony; elaborate on 

them; and share them with everyone.    

POEM from 2011 student, soon to be 

Celebrant, Sally Brucker about her Cele-

brant Fundamentals Class taught by Celebrant 
Faculty member Jessie Blum:   
 

Fun-damentals of Celebrancy 

 

We heard the Call and left our ways 

To Ancients‘ wells we turned our gaze 

 

Online we all did Avatar cha(n)t 

How cool to speak in Celebrant! 

 

Our fearless teacher Jessie kept us glued 

VG, Grimes, Campbell et al,  

They really ruled! 

 

In isolation we read our text 

Anticipating what came next 

 

Transition time was so online 

On message boards we really shined 

 

We observed our ceremonies and duly noted 

How it was done, what poems were quoted 

 

Vocal evaluation, what a thing 

At least we weren‘t asked to sing! 

 

Candles, bells, and turning leaves 

Put solid symbolism up our sleeves 

 

 

 

 

 

Story telling, such an art 

Lyricism from the heart 

 

Interviews and practical stuff 

Added meat and kept us buff, 

(We thought we‘d never know enough!) 

 

Baby naming, weddings, downsizing, funerals 

for a pet 

We‘d soon be on the Internet ! 

 

We‘ll do our best as now we turn 

Incorporating what we learn 

For crafting unique ceremonies is what we yearn 

 

We‘ll see what future learning brings 

As we fly off to different springs  

Aloft on fundamental wings!  

 

This rite of passage is bittersweet 

For future sustenance-Let‘s ‗Tweet‘! 

 

Farewell, dear classmates from Alaska to Caro-

lina 

I ask you really 

What could be finer 

Than be a Ritual Diviner?    
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How Baseball, the English Divorce Court and 

My Father’s Funeral Made Me a Celebrant 
 

Beth Z. Palubinsky 

 

Robert Frost wrote, ―Two roads diverged in a yellow wood.‖  For me, three things 

converged and became my path to becoming a Celebrant: my son‘s love of baseball, 

the English court that delayed a friend‘s divorce, and my father‘s funeral. 

 

When our son‘s 13th birthday loomed, he announced to Al and me that he wanted to have a bar mitzvah. We 

weren‘t entirely surprised because, although ours is an interfaith household and not religious, we marked 

holidays and rituals in joyous, albeit secular, ways.  If there was any religion in our house, it was our faith 

in the Philadelphia Phillies, for, like Annie Savoy, we worship in the Church of Baseball.   Of course, we‘d 

been to our share of bar mitzvahs and the great parties that have become part of the modern Jewish tradi-

tion, and I figured it was the partying and presents that had caught Ben‘s attention.  Still, I was willing to 

step out onto the road with him and see where it would lead. 

 

We knew it wouldn‘t lead to a synagogue or rabbi; it would be phony for us to suddenly ―find religion‖ just 

for the sake of the shindig.   But what if, I said, we learned about bar mitzvah on our own and figured out 

how to have a coming-of-age celebration that would look, sound and feel like our family.  Ben had one 

stipulation: he had to be allowed to include baseball somehow, some way, in his special day.   We shook 

hands on the deal and embarked on what turned into an extraordinary period of study, guided in part by 

Richard Kiniry, the Leader of Philadelphia‘s Ethical Culture Society, that culminated in an amazing event 

that honored the bar mitzvah traditions but was uniquely, authentically ours. 

 

Family and friends took part, reading, singing, dancing, chanting.   Ben and his beloved piano teacher Bar-

bara played a fourhanded Mozart sonata that they‘d worked on for months, stretching Ben‘s skills.  He 

wrote and gave the all-important bar mitzvah speech about what it meant to him to take his place on an arc 

of the circle of friends, family and fellow citizens.  He said he hoped to follow in the footsteps of great ball 

players like Hank Aaron, Jackie Robinson and Roberto Clemente, who embodied not just the beauty of the 

game of baseball but also courage, sacrifice and commitment to principle.   In the place of the traditional 

Jewish talit (the prayer shawl) and prayer book that teens get on their big day, my husband and I gave Ben 

an authentic Phillies jersey with his name appliquéd in classic Phillies red letters (he wears it to this day) 

and a giant baseball encyclopedia. 

 

It was a memorable and deeply personal celebration, full of ritual and meaning.  But it wasn‘t until I en-

tered Celebrant study that I understood how rooted in thousands of years of shared human experience it 

was, and it took a while longer before I fully recognized that I‘d embarked on a journey that would go a lot 

farther and last a lot longer. 

 

I got closer to my Celebrant destination a few years later, when Christine phoned in near panic a few days 

before her wedding to Ron.   Everything was in place for the fancy affair, except for one niggling detail: her 

English divorce decree was late in coming from London and the JP here who was to marry her and Ron 

refused to do anything but a ―real‖ marriage ceremony -- no commitment ceremony, no non-legal pro-

nouncement for him -- it had to be all or nothing.   But she had a Plan B: since I was a lawyer and a per-

forming musician, at ease working just about any kind of room, and her BFF, I could step in and perform 

the ceremony she and Ron had written.  We‘d make it a commitment ceremony and when the decree finally 

arrived from the UK they‘d quietly head for City Hall and make it legal. 

 

I jumped on it, first because I‘d never have said no to her and also because, well, because it felt right.  I‘d 

been a performer all my life, a professional musician and a litigator with some decent courtroom chops.   

She overnighted the ceremony script to me, we toned down the legalese (save that for the mayor, we 

agreed), and two days later, on an amber-tinged October evening, I stood up with them under a flower-

laden arch to conduct a beautiful, moving ceremony, rich with meaning and ritual (even one I added to sur-

prise them) and uniquely about Christine and Ron.   The divorce decree came a few days later from the UK 

and they did indeed go to City Hall for a legal ceremony, but it‘s that Sunday that Christine and Ron think 
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of as their true wedding day. 

 

Then, in 2001, my father died after a long illness and our family went through what so many do – figuring 

out where and how and under whose guiding hand we would have his funeral after his cremation.   We‘d 

never talked with my father about what might happen; our family were like Rob and Laura Petrie on the 

Dick Van Dyke Show – ―I don‘t want to talk about it!‖ they‘d said with their hands over their ears in the 

episode when the topic of funerals came up – but now there were real-life decisions to make and we were 

stumped.   We knew only this for sure: that Joe deserved a celebration of his extraordinary life and that it 

must reflect and honor who he had been and what he‘d done. 

 

My mother, sister and I and our husbands spent a couple of days hunt-

ing for where and how to send Joe off.   We had no clergy or house of 

worship, so it would be a homegrown kind of program.   We visited 

hotels, catering halls, the local community center, but nothing felt 

right for this down-to-earth man who eschewed fuss and bother, a 

school teacher and college professor, a reader and a thinker and the 

world‘s best joke-teller, a true radical as a young man and, along with 

my mother, a life-long activist for peace and justice.   Then my sister, 

who was on her town‘s Board of Education, hit on it: the cafeteria of 

the public high school.   Joe had spent his professional life in schools, 

passionately teaching young people and helping them start their own 

life journeys.  What better place to celebrate his, then, than a simple, 

bright and airy space that would hold the large crowd we expected 

and that would feel infused with his spirit. 

 

We ordered trays of food from the local grocer, put bunches of flow-

ers into dollar-store vases, covered the cafeteria tables with brightly 

colored paper cloths, recorded some of Joe‘s favorite music – Glenn 

Miller, Gershwin, Bob Dylan, Elgar‘s Enigma Variations – on CDs 

and plugged in a boom-box.  Our kids put together an array of photos 

and Joe mementos.   My father‘s eldest nephew emceed, taking the mike at the start of the event and doff-

ing his suit jacket to reveal, in homage to his beloved uncle and mentor, a well-worn t-shirt silk-screened 

with a giant peace sign – the perfect officiant attire for this send-off.  People sat on the cafeteria chairs and 

benches.    Some speakers we had invited ahead of time, but plenty of other people took the mike for a mo-

ment or two to talk about Joe and his impact on their lives.   We, my mother and sister and I and our 

spouses and kids, who thought we knew everything about Joe, were stunned to hear new stories of his gen-

erosity, fierce commitment to principles and just plain loving-kindness.   People told their favorite Joe jokes 

and sang bits of the union organizing songs he‘d taught us all.   There were tears and laughter throughout.   

As he was leaving after it ended, a work colleague came to me and said, ―I never met your father but I am 

glad I came today, because I feel now as though I did know him and have experienced what an amazing 

person he was.‖ 

 

In the days following, I was sustained by the richness and authenticity of the event.   To an unexpected de-

gree, it mitigated some of the sadness of losing Joe, and in the years since I have come back to it in my 

mind and to my colleague‘s comment about how Joe came alive to him.   At times, I‘d think about it, and 

about Ben‘s not-a-bar-mitzvah and Christine‘s wedding.  Something about all three seemed alike but I 

couldn‘t pin it down – until I read an article about Celebrant Institute in The New York Times and it all 

came together in almost blinding simplicity: there were other people out there in the world yearning for 

personal, unique, creative, non-religious life cycle ceremonies.   And in New Jersey were these passionate, 

enlightened, thinking women, teaching others how to create and perform those ceremonies, guiding people 

to do what I‘d done with loved ones almost by accident for Ben and Christine and Joe: mark major life cy-

cle milestones without filling in the blanks of a standard prayer book or canned outline. 

 

My study with Celebrant Institute over the next year wasn‘t just eye-opening, it was mind-boggling.   Early 

on, I began to see that the ceremonies I created with and for Ben, Christine and Joe weren‘t accidents at all.   

Celebrant study taught me that virtually all people go through common life stages, maybe not even know-

ing it and not in exactly the same ways as everyone, or anyone, else.   As Celebrant Institute teaches us (and 

Ben Palubinsky with baseball jersey 
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I think as I already knew in my heart), the rituals and ceremonies that we may use to mark our life stages 

and milestones and passages aren‘t owned by organized religion or mayors or cruise ship captains.   They 

belong to all of us, and we should embrace them, adapt them, even create them anew to reflect our own 

unique beliefs, goals and histories. 

 

That is how I approach my Celebrant practice and my continuing studies.   Every ceremony is a gift from 

me to my clients and a greater gift from them to me.   Every ceremony I perform – and perform is the oper-

able word, because each is in part a wonderful, magical kind of theater – reflects my clients‘ uniqueness 

and validates their visions of the specialness of themselves and their events.   They and their guests tell me 

that they‘ve never before experienced ceremonies so deeply personal, that are so much about them and no-

body else, that make every guest feel that he or she has been a part of the event, and that honor them, their 

friends and family in unexpected and uncommon ways.   And me?   I conclude each ceremony as renewed 

and inspired as I was by my first few, eager for the next one and the chance it will give me to connect with 

others as we mark our shared human milestones in special ways. 

 

So, thanks to Ben and baseball, to Christine and some bewigged, overworked English judge, to my cher-

ished father, to my extraordinary family friends, and to my Celebrant teachers and colleagues, who rou-

tinely amaze me with their very un-routine spirits, gifts, talents and generosity.  I couldn‘t have done it 

without you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

―Laughter and tears are meant to turn the wheels of the same ma-

chinery of sensibility; one is wind-power, and the other water-

power.‖  

 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr., poet, novelist, essayist, and physician (1809-

1894) 
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The Southwest mourns the Tucson Shootings 
by AZ, Celebrant, Carolyn Niethammer 

 

In describing the celebrancy movement to people, I have often mentioned how ―ritual poor‖ our 

society is.  In the wake of the January shootings in Tucson, We‘ve been shown that Americans can rise to 

the occasion when truly moved.  Some of the rituals had a distinctly Southwestern flavor. 

 

 Within hours of the news that Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and 18 others had been shot with 

six confirmed dead, flowers and cards began to form a shrine in front of the building where her office is 

located. That evening, with still no word about whether she would survive the bullet that went through her 

brain, people appeared with candles to hold a vigil. They held hands, sang and prayed not only for Gabby, 

as everyone calls her, but also for her aide who was killed and the two who were wounded. 

 

 The display grew day by day with the addition of stuffed animals and posters. By the next day, an-

other display had begun on the lawn in front of University Medical Center.  In addition to cards, stuffed 

animals, flowers, rosaries and posters, people brought candles in glass vases adorned with pictures of the 

Madonna. These candles are widely used in the local Catholic churches and missions and are available in 

every grocery store in Tucson. When the Safeway grocery store where the shootings occurred reopened a 

few days later, and the yellow crime-scene tape had been removed, another shrine began on that side of 

town. 

 Early one morning,  group of Tohono O‘odham Indian men and women gathered with their rattles 

and a drum to dance and pray. People took it upon themselves to tidy and arrange the displays. Every night 

people gathered to relight the candles and the glow illuminated the  vigil through the night. 

 

 The president of the University of Arizona gathered his emergency committee and they worked 

with President Obama‘s staff to hastily arrange for a memorial service on the university campus. People 

began lining up for the service at 5 a.m. Fourteen thousand were seated inside the basketball arena while an 

overflow of  10,000 sat outside in the stadium and watched on big screens.  The service was opened by Dr. 

Carlos Gonzales, a medical doctor whose heritage is half Yaqui Indian and half Mexican. He began in the 

traditional way by introducing himself through his lineage and then gave the blessing of the four directions. 

Also, although there was much web chatter about the non-solemn nature of the event, as NBC news anchor 

Brian Williams said: you had to have been there and in Tucson the previous three days. The cheering was 

relief that the wounded we coming around (everybody who arrived at the hospital alive survived.) The 

event did what ritual/ceremony is supposed to do, give a release for feelings. 

 

 When Gabby's ambulance left the Tucson hospital on the way to the military for the flight to Hous-

ton where her  recovery will continue,  people were present almost the entire route--clapping and waving 

her on her way.  The nurse traveling with her said that they opened the windows so Gabby could hear the 

clapping and she smiled.  

Paying tribute in AZ Remembrance shrine, after the shooting 
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SoCal Celebrant, Caroline Flanders interview  
on BCELEBRATED BLOG-  

reprinted with permission , Celebrating Caroline Flanders  

 

What does it mean to be a life-cycle celebrant? 
 

A "Life-Cycle Celebrant (R)" ("Celebrant") is a professional officiant who has undergone training and certification 

through the Celebrant Foundation and Institute (CFI). CFI is a *world-wide* organization with thousands of Cele-

brants from all walks of life and all ages. A Celebrant has mastered the craft of active listening and creative writing to 

bring forth a unique ceremony that is a true reflection of the values and beliefs of their client. Celebrants officiate 

ceremonies for all of life's experiences incorporating appropriate readings, music, and ritual. A Celebrant has a holistic 

and inclusive world view which brings forth an opportunity to mark the milestones of life in religious or non-religious 

context, spiritual or secular. Embracing the call of serving as a Life-Cycle Celebrant (R) is to serve in a vocation in 

which one provides companionship and clarity to the people served, bringing forth a poignant and visceral experience 

of crossing a threshold through ceremony. 
 

Was there a moment you decided to work with people at the end of their life, or was it a natural progression? 
 

My vocation has been a life-long unfolding. I can remember a time at a very early age when the seeds were planted 

that ultimately brought me to this work. I also realize that my call has likely not reached its full expression. I continue 

to evolve and grow in my practice to depths previously unimagined. My professional experience was marked by ser-

vice in the health care arena for nearly 25 years, including employment at the City of Hope Cancer Center and later 

Long Island East End Hospice. At some point, I discovered that I had the heart and the capacity for companioning 

individuals who were faced with end-of-life. This work is certainly not for everyone. It takes a willingness to surren-

der, be unequivocally present, and to simply be a channel of grace bringing forth the experience that is needed in each 

unique situation. Now, in my mid-forties, I am an owner of a funeral establishment and have a thriving practice as a 

Life-Cycle Celebrant officiating end-of-life ceremonies. I am also a graduate holding a Bachelor of Theology and a 

licensed prayer practitioner with the Centers for Spiritual Living. My past experience of working with the ill and the 

bereaved, coupled with my grounded spiritual awareness and practice, allows me to bring a depth of care and true 

compassion to my work. It is absolutely a "calling" and one which I embrace with both humility and passion. I love 

my work and I am enthusiastic about where my continued journey will lead me.  
 

You're a very attractive young woman -  
Are people surprised by you when you show up to officiate a funeral? 
 

Ah shucks, Debra ~ This is a *good* one! It actually does come up quite a bit. Not so much being considered attrac-

tive as being a female in a male-dominant career. I think that people are more surprised by my role as a leader and 

companion in funeral directing than they are when I am present as a chaplain or celebrant. I believe that the main-

stream has grown accustomed to seeing women in helping roles, particularly those roles which are spiritual in nature. 

When I show up at a bedside to bring someone's body into my care, it is very common for me to hear a reaction from 

family members who are surprised that a petite, "young" woman is doing this work. Once I go deeper into the contin-

uum of care, working closely with the family in making and carrying out arrangements, they soon discover that the 

softness and nurturing presence I exude is real and is part of who I am. When I show up to officiate a service, espe-

cially for Veterans, there is a softening among the people when I am introduced as a Veteran myself and the people 

realize that I am their spiritual guide and chaplain for their ceremony. When I share with people my background ex-

periences, that I was in the military and now that I own a funeral establishment, they are usually surprised! 
 

What is it that keeps you inspired in the work that you do? 
 

Pure grace. Grace is the unfolding of awe and wonder when I am given even the smallest glimpse of the impact of 

being a companion at end of life has on a family who is enduring a deeply sad experience. It is *always* a privilege to 

serve.  
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Is there a ceremony that stands out as being particularly meaningful or unique? 
 

Truly, *every* ceremony brings forth a unique and poignant "healing." With that said, I had a remarkable opportunity 

to work with a couple who had lost their newborn daughter when they were stationed on Guam as a young Navy fam-

ily....44 years prior to my becoming involved with their "arrangement." The young parents had no other options at the 

time of their daughter's death but to inter her at the Navy burial ground overseas. Over the ensuing decades, they felt a 

deep sense of grief and a longing to "bring their daughter home" so that they could feel near to her and so that they 

could feel as if they "had her in their care." I had the opportunity to serve as their Funeral Director in bringing their 

daughter's remains back to the United States and arranging for her placement at the National Cemetery in San Diego at 

Point Loma. Along the way, we became very close and I realized that I probably was the perfect companion for them, 

me being the very same age as their beloved daughter. Together, we co-created a marvelous and beautiful ceremony 

for the baby's final committal. Lullabies were sung, bubbles were blown, and Mom and Dad had the opportunity to 

cradle the tiny urn in their arms before laying their daughter to final rest. It was an experience which I will never, ever 

forget.  
 

Can you tell us a bit about what it's like for people to plan their end of life ceremony 
while they are alive? 
 

Start the conversation! Embrace the opportunities, the moments of grace, when you are in a space to communicate 

your intimate wishes with your beloved family. Make it fun. Celebrate your uniqueness and have a laugh or two. 

Thinking ahead does not have to be filled with dread or sadness; for therein lies a most excellent opportunity to reflect 

on the important milestones of your life journey, to bring an expression of love and gratitude to the people who 

touched your life, and to bring clarity and peace of mind to those who will ultimately carry out your care. Thinking 

ahead to end of life goes far beyond establishing financial trusts or making funeral arrangements. While those endeav-

ors are crucially important, engaging in life review and actually recording your thoughts and wishes remains a healing 

event for you personally and a comforting, guiding tool for your loved ones at your time of need. Looking at all as-

pects of final care, including a personal life review and individual communications to those who have touched your 

life, brings forth a sense of peace, clarity, and freedom unlike any other possible experience. Your final commemora-

tion, in whatever form it takes, is a final gift to those you leave behind. A ceremony marks this essential threshold of 

life and gives the bereaved an opportunity to meet this end and step into a new experience of life without your physi-

cal presence. That life becomes infinite and all ways available to them by their fondest memories. Embrace the oppor-

tunity to be in this conversation.  
 

How important do you think this is? 
 

Like any practice, engaging in this thought process and being in conversation about end of life is easier and easier with 

time. The veil of mystery and the dread of loss softens as focus is turned to illuminate the many gifts and treasures of 

*life*. Bypassing the conversations surrounding death only serves to bring the pain full-force when the event ulti-

mately occurs. Life review and preparation brings a significant peace of mind and an opportunity to embrace final 

moments with clarity and absolute presence.  
 

Since you are always aware of death. what inspired you to join A Year to Live? 
 

I saw my experiment as an opportunity to *finally* get my own affairs in order in a *significant* and holistic way. 

Not so much as an opportunity to see "what it feels like" to consider end of life, I am familiar with that; but rather, an 

opportunity to put into personal practice what I seem to teach to people all around me. It is my sincere desire to leave a 

legacy of clarity and organized affairs so that my family will not be placed into the throes of chaos not knowing what 

my wishes are and not knowing where to begin in settling my affairs. Perhaps more than anything, Bcelebrated is 

giving me the container to outline my specific desires of how I wish to THANK and COMMEMORATE *OTHERS* 

who have touched *my* life! When my friends and family show up for my final ceremony, they will know exactly 

how much I loved them and exactly how they touched my life. My immediate next of kin will know exactly how to 

settle my business affairs and what steps to take to close out those many earthly things. A Year to Live has be a bea-

con in my process of taking steps to provide this gift to my family at my end. 
 

Can you share any insights or experiences that have come from doing this experiment?  
 

Oh boy! I came to full realization that I really have not been organized and "ready." I have had thoughts and ideas 

about end of life and what I might leave behind. However, I never realized the full extent of how important it is to 

arrange my affairs so that it is truly an experience of ease and grace for my family. I still have a great deal to do! With 

that said, BCelebrated gives me a touchstone and a perfect container to build and store those "affairs." 

http://www.bcelebrated.com/
http://www.Bcelebrated.com/
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Children are This Year’s Centerpiece 
Family Traditions, Rituals and Ceremonies Enrich Any Occasion 

 

 

 by Charlotte Eulette, Int’l Director CF&I with her dog Trixie 

 

Reprinted from Natural Awakenings Magazine issue 12/2010 

Photos contributed by Celebrant, Deb Goldman 
 

Ceremonies and rituals are powerful stuff, bringing people to-

gether to magically transform the ordinary into something extraor-

dinary. Humans everywhere seem hard-wired to ceremonialize, 

having gathered to mark milestones essential to healthy and happy 

coexistence since the dawn of recorded time. 

 

First Nation Chief Sun Bear has eloquently stated the vital impor-

tance of ceremony: ―When humans participate in ceremony, they 

enter a sacred space. Everything outside of that space shrivels in 

importance. Time takes on a brilliant dimension. Emotions flow 

more freely. The bodies of participants become filled with the en-

ergy of life, and this energy reaches out and blesses the creation 

around them. All is made new. Everything becomes sacred.‖ 

 

Making kid-centric rituals a reality in our own family not only unites and strengthens us, but also 

creates unforgettable memories. They remind us of how we journeying together on this adventure 

called life. The following ideas, straight from family life, are contributed by Melissa Mendez of 

Edina, Minnesota and Deb Goldman of Arlington, Massachusetts. 

 

Redress Christmas 

Encourage children to make their own Christmas tree, totem or other seasonal object, decorated 

any way they wish, to display in their room or another special spot. Ask them to take a photo of 

their festive creation and add it to the family album or notebook. 

 

Benefit: Kids discover their inner creativity and enjoy expressing themselves individually.  

 

Keep a Family Notebook 

On New Year‘s Eve, make it a custom for every member of the family to write down or draw pic-

tures of their goals and dreams for the coming year. The whole family can then gather to consider, 

―What do we want to do this year?‖ 

 

It‘s fun, too, for parents and siblings to recall and reflect upon individuals‘ special moments and 

accomplishments, so that everyone can join in tooting their own horn in sharing the good news on 

New Year‘s Eve. Here‘s another idea: Show home movies of good experiences, while crossing 

things off last year‘s list as ―done,‖ ―do over‖ or ―do again.‖ 

 

Benefit: Make and realize plans for the new year. Letting children know that the family pays atten-

tion to and praises what they do each year empowers kids to realize what roles they play in the 

family. Everyone knows how they are making it possible to accomplish individual and family 

goals. 
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Engage the Senses 

Maybe Grandfather has a special holiday cranberry-mango-lime relish that he is now passing 

along to his grandson in the kitchen tonight. The holidays are all about passing down stories, 

songs, recipes, readings from sacred texts, and the ritual lighting of the treetop or candles, from 

one generation to the next. 

 

In other seasons, take the whole family for a walk in the woods to collect small mementoes of na-

ture‘s beauty that won‘t disturb the environment. Return with autumn leaves, pine cones, seed 

pods and berries for a seasonal cornucopia displayed either in a basket on a table or in an old un-

used fishbowl or tank. Mostly, kids will remember the time they spent skipping through the forest 

with their parents. 

 

Benefit: The child is engaged in the process of both being in the moment and experiencing connec-

tions and continuity. Introducing repeated rituals like these welcome children to be involved in a 

family ritual from beginning to end. From year to year, they can anticipate and prepare to partici-

pate with relish.   

 

  

Celebrant Deb Goldman from MA, celebrates abundance and 

the harvest moon!  

 

Embrace the Neighborhood 

Cultural cross-pollination expands understanding and coopera-

tion for all. Invite neighbors over for a potluck of their favorite 

holiday food and to share stories of their heritage and present 

lives. 

 

Benefit: Children will learn about different cultures and life 

histories, and enjoy and better appreciate the diverse tapestry 

of life in their own neighborhood. 

 

Children in Charge 

Engage children in creating ceremonial foods and decorations 

for any holiday in any season. Teach your children to prepare 

the special ceremonial foods in the traditional way, so they feel the excitement of making it hap-

pen themselves. They will feel the connection with past and present when they hand-grind the 

wheat, bake the bread, and then smile with pride when everyone says how great it tastes. When 

they hand-roll candles, they‘ll discover details about the art of candle making and come to value 

the intricate process of creation. 

 

Also, facilitate children‘s natural urge to perform plays by suggesting that they might tell about 

and dramatize the origins and meaning of the holiday. Have them take charge of making the sets, 

costumes, props, choosing roles, memorizing lines, shaking rattles or playing bongos for back-

ground sounds… and getting the adults involved. 

 

Benefits: Assigning children to be center stage in ceremonies builds their confidence and makes 

them feel more an integral part of the family and community.  
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Elijah Goldman of MA, shows it takes some 

muscle to hand grind the Matzo!  

 

Highlight the Seasons 

Ever hear of Michaelmas? It falls on 

September 29, and celebrates the fall 

equinox each year. Its title is derived 

from the archangel and warrior Mi-

chael, who is said to protect us from 

the dark as light diminishes and winter 

nights become longer. For this glim-

mering festival, children get to parade 

wearing golden capes and crowns with 

tiny electric candles on top that light 

up. In this pageant for their family and 

community, children may sing songs, 

dance and otherwise show their gratitude to Mother Earth as they honor this natural phase of the 

seasons. 

 

Benefit: Sometimes the dark is something children are afraid of, so in celebrating light and hope, 

this festival helps dispel their fears, makes them feel stronger and enables them to better under-

stand and celebrate the coming of each season in turn.   

 

Customize an Altar Table 

Children will feel good expressing themselves any time of the year by creating a sacred space in 

their home. Elements, for example, may include colored candles, figurines, rocks, dried fruit, flow-

ers, leaves and beads to create a nature table or shrine. Go for adventure walks outdoors, arrange 

neighborhood scavenger hunts or investigate the basement or attic to locate neat things. 

 

Benefit: Children look forward to and anticipate changing their space with the changing rhythms 

of the year.  

 

 
A holiday altar table created by Elijah Goldman 

 

Eldest Daughter Pancakes  

Research the family‘s cultural heritage and shine light on a festive tradition that focuses on the 

children. For instance, the Swedish festival of St. Lucia, on December 13, customarily includes an 
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important role for the eldest daughter. Early in the morning on this day, she lights special candles 

and travels from room to room, waking up her family. Then she serves everyone Swedish pan-

cakes and cornbread for breakfast, with a little help from Mom. 

 

Benefit: Children come to know more about their heritage and how to prepare traditional and 

ceremonial foods. This type of coming of age ceremony honors the individual child and makes her 

feel important. 

 

Charity Begins at Home 

A Jewish harvest festival called Sukkot crosses cultures to teach all kids the key virtue of char-

ity. During the fall harvest, Waldorf School kids travel to a nearby farm to select or harvest fruits 

and vegetables to carry to a local homeless shelter. They also build a three-sided shelter structure 

with no roof, called a Sukkah, to symbolize the story of an arduous journey of an ancient people 

who had no food or shelter, while celebrating their spirit and strength to survive. This festival elo-

quently involves children and teaches them their responsibility for taking care of everyone in the 

community. 

 

Benefit: Children feel a part of the world and responsible for nurturing and caring for it, as they 

realize the importance of shelter and food to sustaining everyone through the generations.  

 

Passing the torch of tradition on to our children, whatever forms it takes, imbues every occasion 

with special meaning. Why not begin a new tradition today? 
 

 

 

   
Children, family and friends working on their Sukkah 
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 The Funeral Celebrant: A Conversation with Cele-

brant, Dorry Bless  
www.Dailyundertaker.com reprinted with permission 

 

The most significant difference lies in the beauty of each individual's story; and as result the com-

posite of all the parts creates a singularly unique and one-of-a-kind ceremony. 20th century scholar 

and philosopher, Martin Buber said, . "Every person born into this world represents something 

new, something that never existed before, something original and unique. It is the duty of every 

person to know and consider that she is unique in the world in her particular character, and that 

there has never been someone like her before. For if there had been someone like her before, there 

would be no need for her to be in the world. Every single person is a new thing in the world and is 

called upon to fulfill her particularity in the world." 

 

We tend to see our clients and their lives as a 'work of art'. The ordinary is truly recognized as the 

extraordinary when we look closely and pay attention. The small gestures are the big ones - -the 

kindnesses that make life wonderful and worthwhile. We paint their story with the words, readings 

and rituals selected. Everyone experiences their own version of the hero's journey throughout their 

lives -- even when they veer off that path due to circumstance. Ceremony allows us to view this 

and experience it on a heartfelt and cellular level. Each client's story is reflected in a way that is 

truthful, authentic and genuine to them so that each ceremony is ultimately different. Although a 

wedding ceremony is still a wedding ceremony, a memorial or funeral still a memorial or funeral; 

still when you learn about Megan's initial reaction when she met Seth while watching Monday 

night football at a bar, or in the case of a memorial, you hear the beautiful poems Carol wrote as 

the cancer was ravaging her body; or we do a sunflower ritual graveside to pay tribute to Heidi's 

life -- a sunflower lover whose whole house was directed with them, or the lullaby that Nick's 

mom use to sing to him when he was just a little boy is sung aloud --then the context becomes one 

in which it's possible for the heart of participant and witness to meet one another and merge. Good 

ceremony creates an opening for both the one experiencing the life-change along with those that 

have come to be the witness. Kathleen Norris in "The Cloister Walk" says: “Good liturgy can act 

like an icon; a window into a world in which our concepts of space, time, and even stone are 

pleasurably bent out of shape. Good liturgy is a living poem, and ceremony is the key. Good cere-

mony makes room for all the dimensions of human experience in the hope that, together, we will 

discover something that transforms us. This is why I suspect that individuals can’t create true 

ceremony for themselves alone. Ceremony requires that we work with others in the humbling give 

and take of communal existence.” 

 

 

So, she is saying that we need a kind of commu-

nity to create ceremony. This makes sense to me 

in that ceremony is really a community event. 

Especially with end of life ceremonies, the pub-

lic acknowledgement of the importance of the 

life and its passing is vitally important. At one 

time most people had a close knit community of 

faith and existing ceremonies. Today, many 

people describe themselves as spiritual, but not 

religious. There is also the trend toward ‗a la 

carte‘ religion, where people pick and choose 

various elements that appeal to them, rather than 

accepting the whole package. In my experience as a celebrant, some people initially talk about a 

http://www.dailyundertaker.com/2010/06/celebrant-conversation-with-dorry-bless.html
http://www.dailyundertaker.com/2010/06/celebrant-conversation-with-dorry-bless.html
http://www.dailyundertaker.com/
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service without religious content, but later end up asking for the 23rd psalm or the Lord‘s Prayer. 

Many just don‘t seem to want a particular religious message forced upon them, or prefer the focus 

to be on the person‘s life, and not on God. Do you find that even in secular services, spiritual mat-

ters are still seen as important? Do you find that you clients enjoy the freedom to incorporate vari-

ous traditions within one ceremony? 

 

Absolutely. I think more and more people are drawn 

to work with a celebrant because they themselves 

(the clients) are a product of our contemporary cul-

ture. They have been exposed to different religions 

and cultures, they might have grown up in an inter-

faith home or traveled extensively. Since people 

move more frequently these days, and live a great 

distance from their families, they are often no longer 

affiliated with a faith tradition, or no longer practice 

the religious faith they were raised in but still retain 

some of its' teachings and impressions. As a result 

they feel more at ease integrating different practices 

or prayers which are meaningful to them. Many 

identify themselves as 'spiritual' and are actually 

looking for guidance in how to express this. Many 

breathe a sigh of relief when they realize this is possible and that they will be able to memorialize 

a loved one with Tibetan Bells or have the handfasting at a wedding that also incorporates 

'breaking the glass'. I find that even those with a religious background welcome the sound of the 

Tibetan Bells. I often ring them at the beginning of the ceremony (if the client approves) to sanc-

tify the space and then 'close out' the ceremony with them at the end. The sound of the bells invites 

us to stop, be present, and recognize that wherever we gather to observe, recognize, acknowledge, 

pay tribute or celebrate is truly sacred space and sacred time.  

 

Tradition and personalization are often seen as two ends of a continuum for funeral services. Cer-

tainly both are important, but unfortunately, sometimes they can be mutually exclusive. What 

ways have you found to get the right combinations or the best of both worlds for you clients? 

 

Pat as you mentioned in the previous question -- many realize they want to include the 23rd Psalm 

or Lord's Prayer, or in the Jewish funeral -- the Kaddish. Time and again, I see how comforting it 

is to include an element that reflects some piece from their childhood - - often, just the sound of 

those words bring great peace and ease or confer authority or credibility in an important way. But 

there is room for both -- so we might do a stone blessing ritual or a tree planting too. Or ring the 

Tibetan Bells as I mentioned earlier. When elements that appear to be disparate are woven together 

with care, within the context and purpose of the ceremony -- they can fit together beautifully. 

There is actually room within the formal context of ceremony for both expressions as long as the 

placement and rationale for including them is part of the flow and overall purpose of the cere-

mony. Songwriter and poet, Leonard Cohen, says; "There is a crack, a crack in everything -- 

That's how the light gets in." 

 

Celebrancy gives us permission to find the 'crack' -- it even welcomes it -- and from there one can 

create a custom tapestry and find meaning in the old and the new.  

 Photo by Celebrant, Paula Craige 
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In many communities in the US and the 

UK, and probably elsewhere, celebrants 

and funeral directors do not always see 

eye to eye. Celebrants may feel that fu-

neral directors are not presenting all the 

service options to families, and funeral 

directors may feel that celebrants leave 

them out of the picture in the services 

they create. What are some of your ex-

periences working with funeral homes, 

and how can we work together to better 

serve our families? 

 

Funeral home owners and directors are 

dedicated professionals. Often their ser-

vice to the community is unnoticed. They work in the one building in the community most people 

never want to have to enter -- and when they do - - it is associated with sadness and grief. Life-

cycle celebrants® respect the funeral directors dedication and integrity. I think the conversation 

between the funeral director and the celebrant is just beginning. Both serve with compassion. Both 

want what is best for the client family. The celebrant is looking to give voice to the family who 

would resonate with a personal ceremony/ritual -- the client who wants to have input and a 'say' in 

their loved one's ceremony. A life-cycle celebrant® is trained to work as part of the funeral home 

team. They communicate with the funeral home staff every step of the way and value their input. 

The celebrant often relies on the funeral home director to suggest a celebrant to the family during 

the arrangement meeting if they feel that would be the best 'fit'. Really, the celebrant wants the fu-

neral home to shine and wants to service the client too. When we work in the funeral home, we do 

so as a representative for them and on their behalf. We thank them as part of the opening and clos-

ing comments of the ceremony -- this is our code of ethics.  

 

More families are exploring the idea of home funerals. Is this an opportunity for celebrants to re-

define the focus of end of life ceremonies? What challenges do you see facing families who 

choose to ‗do-it-yourself‘?  

 

I don't think it's the celebrant's role to redefine the focus of end of life ceremonies. I think our role 

is to serve our clients and meet their needs, reflect their truth and that of their loved one. One cli-

ent might be comfortable and drawn to pay tribute to a loved one through a home funeral. They 

might want to bathe and dress the body, prepare or make the casket. For another, that might be too 

painful and difficult for them. Each individual has to feel their way into their grief and mourning. 

A celebrant is prepared to support that process as they work with the client to create the ceremony. 

I think families who choose a 'do it yourself' need to educate themselves, seek out experts in their 

community and make certain they are within the legal limits regarding their loved one's burial re-

garding their state's laws. It's much like the home-birthing movement -- that appealed to some, 

most still give birth at a hospital but many seek out a natural birth at a hospital. Everyone has to be 

true to themselves and then find the professionals that can support them in their decisions. Person-

ally, I am not trained in bathing or preparing the body for a home funeral just as I'm not trained or 

certified in mortuary science (that's for the experts). I can support and guide my clients in creating 

the ceremony for their loved ones. 

 

Each family you work with probably finds their own comfort level with the level of participation 

they take in creating and enacting their ceremony, but could you describe what a ‗typical‘ consul-

tation would entail for a family working with you on a funeral ceremony? 
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Yes, Pat each family is unique. Sometimes I meet with the family in their living room, some I've 

met at a diner, some over the phone, others communicate to me by email. Each seems to have their 

own comfort level and of course this is often dictated by the logistics of the situation. Some speak 

about their loved one with ease and share photos, artwork, cherished keepsakes with me. Others I 

gently interview. Often one question leads to another or a long forgotten story. Sometimes a fam-

ily member who is hesitant and doesn't even know if they want to be involved in the meeting joins 

in and shares a story. My role is to listen, create a safe container for their stories to be heard and 

for their loved one to be 'known'. I take copious notes during our meeting and might be given 

phone numbers of additional friends or family members to call. Some might call me several times 

during the course of (hours/days) writing the script to share a story or a sentiment they just remem-

bered. Even when a family member doesn't have a lot to say, or there is discord in the family - still 

there is a story and somehow it makes its way to me. For that I am always grateful. I just have to 

remind myself to trust in the process, that it's not about me and to get out of my own way.  

 

 

What do you see as the elements of a really successful and 

meaningful ceremony? 

 

Again, this is individual. For some it might be the ability to 

access their emotion, their grief, for others it might be a 

heart connection to the deceased, to another family mem-

ber, to themselves; and still others might experience a tran-

scendent moment where time stops and they feel as if 

they've lost themselves (or the 'little me') and are present 

instead to the wholeness of life. In the end, it's really all 

about love. Even when it looks twisted -- it's still about 

love and hopefully that comes through. In the words of 

John Lennon, "it matters not who you love, where you love, 

why you love, when you love, or how you love, it matters 

only that you love." 

 

Many people tell their families that they don‘t want them to 

cry or mourn when they die. The term ‗celebration of life‘ 

is often used instead of ‗funeral‘ or ‗memorial service‘, to indicate that a more uplifting, happy 

memory centered service is desired. Do we lose something important by avoiding the tears and 

acknowledgement of sadness in our ceremonies? 

 

I think this is another product of our culture and of our conditioned societal core beliefs. We spend 

so much effort and money defying death. We view death as a defeat, a big failure. If we look at all 

the books out on happiness, how to find it, how to keep it, etc....we see where our focus is. Perhaps 

'celebration of life' is getting overused and over-rated these days as well. We tend to 'fall in love' 

with branding and marketing and I think we -- even in the funeral industry -- are not immune to 

being seduced by this too. I think we do ourselves a disservice by programming our emotions or 

setting expectations. In happy moments there are tears. I see many tears at the weddings I officiate. 

I also see laughter at some of the funerals/memorials I officiate. I think we owe it to ourselves to 

be honest; our emotions -- our personal histories are complex -- they cannot be marketed and put 

into neat, labeled packages. Ceremony invites sincere expression. Mystic, Andrew Harvey, says; " 

If you are really listening, if you are awake to the poignant beauty of the world, your heart breaks 

regularly. In fact your heart is made to break, it’s purpose is to break open again and again. So 

that it can hold ever more wonders.” 
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I agree, Dorry. If we are having an honest and meaningful experience, we have to open ourselves 

up to and allow ourselves to experience and express the laughter and the tears, and all the compli-

cated combinations in between. Many families I meet with use humor in a wonderfully therapeutic 

way.  

You can‘t feel bad about laughing and you have to let yourself cry as well. As a funeral director, I 

have learned a lot from the families I‘ve served. In addition to healing laughter and tears, the ritu-

als I have seen enacted turn into ideas and suggestions that I share with others. What challenges do 

you face in creating new rituals? What are some inspirational events or ideas that you share?                                                                      

                    

Whenever I work with a family 

to create a new ritual I want to 

make certain they are comfort-

able with it. It's not about doing 

'something different' just to be 

different, stand out or put on a 

show. It's about doing it because 

it means something -- to the in-

dividual, to the family and to the 

wishes of the deceased --at least 

how we interpret those. At one 

memorial I did at a restaurant, 

they were having a shrimp bar 

because the deceased LOVED 

shrimp. She told her family 

that's what she wanted at her 

memorial and I suggested that I 

could read the piece about all the 

different kinds of shrimp from 

the film 'Forrest Gump' to dedi-

cate our 'shrimp altar'. That was right for this family and for this woman - others might consider it 

inappropriate. For another, Heidi, the sun-flower lover, the family prepared packets of sunflower 

seeds for their family and friends to plant. These were handed out as their community arrived for 

the ceremony. Graveside, we lovingly passed sunflowers and each had the opportunity to come 

forward with their sunflower infused with a blessing and place it on Heidi's grave. Usually it's 

clear when there is the 'space' for a new ritual. It almost happens organically and everyone is on 

board -- if not, there's no reason to do it. 

 

Some families are easy to connect with and some are more difficult to engage. When we have a 

level of trust in one another, we can spend more time sharing and learning. It can be a challenge 

though, to make a connection like this with a grieving family in a limited amount of time. What 

ways have you found to build this trust more quickly, so that you can spend more time getting the 

information and understanding you need to create a great service? 

 

Listen. Listen. Listen. Active listening creates a safe container and allows the necessary space for 

feelings to emerge. It also allows the celebrant or listener to really be present and non judgmental. 

It creates a vessel where the stories arise -- where what needs to be said can be said. In this con-

text, you are given what is essential and from there you can create and compose an honest cere-

mony. You can also gently guide and direct the family from this place -- it is a quiet place but a 

powerful one. Also, I have learned to never underrate silence -- to honor the silence and revere it. 
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Stories arise out of the silence. You don't need to push anything.  

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! I think that especially 

when we grieve, we need someone to listen to us, and 

remarkably, very little listening usually happens. It‘s 

about them and never us. What do you see happening in 

the future for end of life ceremonies? What are the dan-

gers and opportunities? What can we do to make it a 

more positive outcome? 

 

I see people getting more involved and choosing what 

suits them best from the growing array of possibilities, 

services and choices. The dangers are getting caught in 

marketing -- taking human loss, grief, mourning and sad-

ness and seeing what we can 'sell' to the individual to 

help them stuff or repress their grief or have the 'best' 

experience imaginable given the situation. The opportu-

nities always lie in practicing dignity, integrity, and 

compassion in our line of service. That is what funeral 

and death care professionals do -- and do best. That is 

why we were drawn to this business. The positive out-

come lies in following and adhering to our professional 

code of ethics --- our gold standards. They lie in working 

together -- funeral homes and life-cycle celebrants® whenever those opportunities arise and stand 

for everyone's good. Your blog in and of itself, Patrick, educates the public -- while also advocat-

ing for the funeral and death care industry -- to the choices and possibilities out there. You are a 

leader in beginning the conversation. That's really important and means a lot. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

 

 

 

 I said to a squirrel, ―What‘s that you are 

 carrying?‖ 

and he said, 

―It is my lucky rock; isn‘t it pretty?‖ 

I held it and said, ―Indeed.‖ 

I said to God, 

What is this earth?‖ 

And He said, ―it is my lucky rock; 

isn‘t it wondrous?‖ 

Yes, indeed. 
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Rededication of La Vida I, Pre-school in Paterson, NJ 
by Enid Medina, NJ Life-Cycle Celebrant  

 
This past October La Vida I Pre-school in Paterson, NJ held its Rededication Ceremony, per-

formed by Angela Enid Medina.  Due to the unrelenting weather in April of this year several floors 

of the Straight & Narrow Program building were damaged, this included the pre-school.  This was 

a sign that a transformation was in order and after much deliberation by the administration, crews 

came in to gut, renovate, clean and restore the school.  Many of the teachers, parents, family, 

friends and other staff members gave of their time to bring new life to this establishment.  The fa-

cility now looks wonderfully colorful, impeccable and very conducive to primary education.  The 

ambience and school climate is one of calm and joy; everyone has been positively affected by the 

change, especially the children.  

 

On Oct. 6, 2010 with many teachers, parents, family workers and other contributors present, the 

school was officially rededicated with a program that included presentations by administrators, a 

ceremony to rededicate and bless the school, using poetry, chimes, a soapstone heart to gather 

good intentions and an unveiling of a beautiful Peruvian tapestry, donated by the Celebrant Foun-

dation and Institute.  The program ended with a handshake and a promise on everyone‘s part to 

keep the school moving forward, reaching the goal of attaining state accreditation. 

Enid Medina, NJ Life-Cycle Celebrant  

 

Note from Enid after the Ceremony:  “The Re-

dedication Ceremony turned out really nice.  Eve-

ryone was happy and touched by the cere-

mony.  Everyone was crazy about the tapestry 

gifted to the school by the Celebrant Foundation 

& Institute - it looks so beautiful on the wall.” 
 

 

 
                                                   The young smiling students under their new tapestry- La Vida Pre-school!!  
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New England Celebrant Chapter Rocks!  
Cindy Matchett & Chapter Facilitator Dina Stander 

 

What a gathering we had up here in the Northeast! On Sunday evening, 1/9/11, Celebrants and 

Celebrants-to-be met at Cindy Matchett old "schoolhouse" in MA, all bearing delicious and beauti-

ful food and good wishes. We feasted, we made art, we held ritual, we laughed, we cried, we lit 

candles for those Celebrants and students who were with us in spirit, and we left so nourished and 

filled. It was a time of togetherness and renewal for the New Year, and I am so grateful, and yes, 

honored, as Dina says, for the energy, authenticity and kindness that was shared. And we are so 

excited about our new students!!  :) I am sending some pictures (note the very young "Celebrant" 

child among us, my daughter!) and look forward to our next gathering. 

 
 

Making New Year Wish Stones: Dina Stander, Fiona, 

Lucille 

 Erika Zamcheck-Wilton & Deb Goldman share 

stories 

Photos: 

Our Celebrant group: Amy Benedict, Fiona Creed, Erika Zamcheck-Wilton, Dina Stander, Kezia Bacon-

Bernstein (in back), Nancy Browning, Deb Goldman, Cindy Matchett, Cindy's son Henry, Lucille Wymer J 

Amy’s beautiful stone 
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The Advantages of Raising a Self-Propelled 

Teenager  

 

 

By Celebrant, Wong Wing-Siu  

 

VANCOUVER, BC - It‘s 7 a.m. on a frosty winter‘s morning when I open up the garage door for 

my 14 year old son, Andy. He dons his helmet and his ―kakashi‖ mask to keep his face and ears 

warm, but insists on wearing his shorts. I turn on his lights for him and he gets on his bike to ride 

down to his high school for early morning band practice. Practice starts at 7:30 a.m. and I am sure 

happy that I don‘t have to drive him to school at that hour. Instead, I get to watch him as he rounds 

the bend of the back alley before I go back inside to clean up the breakfast dishes and start my day.  

 

Andy rides the eight kilometer roundtrip to school by himself. He has also started riding all over 

town on his own; he rides to his friends‘ houses, the library, the book store, the community center, 

the pool – everywhere. And I know I can trust him. He has great road sense, and often exercises 

better traffic etiquette than me.  

 

When I asked him: ―Off the top of your head - what are the five things you like best about riding 

your bike?‖ he said:  

(1) ―Freedom.‖ 

(2) ―Getting to go fast and not having to wait for the bus.‖ 

(3) ―Not having to ask for a drive.‖ 

Andy Wong takes a spin on his bike.(Credit: Wong Wing-Siu) 
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(4) ―Being able to go somewhere and being free to leave when I want to.‖ 

(5) ―It‘s a great workout.‖  

It wasn‘t easy to get here. To get to the point where we have this independent self-propelled kid, 

we started early. At 10 months he was watching the world go by from the bike trailer. To and from 

pre-school, he rode on the back of the trail-a-bike with me. And then for most of his elementary 

school years, either my wife or I would ride with him to school every day. Riding together was 

often a high point of my day. During the ride home, Andy would often tell me about his day.  

 

It was easy to stop at the playground on the way home. We taught him the rules of the road. And 

as he got older, we started getting him to take the lead as we rode. In grade 6 he started the short 

commute to his elementary school by himself.  

 

Now at 14, he is self-propelled and able to find his way around the city using a cycling map.  

For me there are several benefits to be reaped from fostering a self-propelled teenager, and many 

of them have little to do with the obvious necessity of reducing our reliance on fossil fuels. My son 

is really independent and also amazingly responsible both on and off the road. He takes pride in 

his achievements and accepts responsibility for his actions. I believe that his sense of freedom has 

given rise to his well-developed sense of responsibility. However, it wasn‘t always a smooth ride.  

 

I remember the first time Andy got on a tricycle. It was in the driveway of my parent‘s home in 

North Vancouver, BC. Those great scoot bikes weren‘t invented yet so being in control of a tricy-

cle by himself was a new experience. He hopped on the trike, and being used to riding with me on 

the back of the trail-a-bike, he just put his head down and started to pedal. He went so fast that he 

surprised us all, headed straight forward like a bullet, and before any of us could react he crashed 

head first into the door of my parent‘s garage. There was no detectable damage to my son, and the 

aluminum door of the garage was only slightly dented. Come to think of it, maybe that‘s why I still 

like to open up the garage door for him in the early mornings. 

  

Wong Wing-Siu is a Vancouver writer, storyteller, celebrant and musician who rides his steel blue 

custom Salsa La Cruz road bike all over town when he is not writing or performing. His 14 year 

old son Andy is in grade 8, plays a wicked fiddle and sometimes performs with his father’s band 

the Deaf Dogs.  
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                                          THE GIFT OF GIVING!  

                                                                                
                               “I slept and dreamt that life was joy. 

                                    I awoke and saw that life was service. 
                                 I acted and behold, service was joy.” 

Dear Celebrant Family and Friends,    
 
The Indian sage and poet Rabindranath Tagore, wrote those words 100 years ago, and they resonate today as I 
watch the Celebrant community grow and provide our extraordinary and joyful and vital service to more and more 
people.   You have chosen to make Celebrancy a part of your life and together we are making history as we help 
those we serve express themselves genuinely, through ceremony and ritual, at those times in their lives that it mat-
ters most.    We want to continue our growth and expand our mission of service, and for that we need your help.  So, 
I write today to ask you to make your gracious donation to our Celebrant Foundation & Inst. (CF&I) annual fund.    
                         

            
AC Warden & Couple, WDC                   Wilma Quantrille, Faculty (in memoriam)    Venus Kitigawa-Stojisic, CA 
In 2011 we’ll mark the tenth anniversary of Celebrant’s arrival in North America. Including you, Celebrant Founda-
tion & Institute has trained and certified more than 500 Life-Cycle Celebrants® in 46 states, five in Canadian prov-
inces, three in Europe and one in Mexico.  Celebrants officiated at close to 5000 ceremonies this year – which means 
literally hundreds of thousands of people each year are experiencing and witnessing the power, beauty and spirit of 
unique, personalized and deeply meaningful ceremonies. 
 
It takes money, of course, to sustain Celebrant Foundation & Institute, and the support of our graduates is crucial.  
We are committed to keeping tuition, membership and conference fees, currently our major sources of revenue, at 
the lowest possible levels so that you and other Celebrants have ready access to CF&I’s library, marketing tools and 
dedicated Celebrant social networking.  In the coming year we will launch a new fundraising program, seeking grants 
from generous individuals and foundations.   While that effort takes shape and flourishes, we ask you to make a gift 
to Celebrant to help ensure that our mission and service continue to grow and reach more people who are craving 
what we offer.   
 

WITH YOUR GIFT WE WILL:  
 

develop new continuing education courses and expand our curriculum, build our flourishing on-line Celebrant 
library, where you have access to hundreds of  ceremonies, rituals and readings, 

grow our professional Celebrant marketing tools, provide sustained support to the Celebrant Outreach Commit-
tees and Regional  Chapters, 

produce and post video of the annual Collective Wisdom Conferences and Workshops, so that Celebrants every-
where reap the benefits of those events, 

expand our PR and marketing program so that more major media cover Celebrant, cross-pollinate and forge 
alliances with like-minded organizations to raise awareness     about Life-Cycle Celebrancy® -- including your 
work in your town, and 

sustain and enhance our vital social networking tools -- Celebrant Face Book, YouTube 

        and our ever-strong Celebrant Yahoo Group. 
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You are part of the success we have achieved along with our founders, Gaile and Pat Sarma, our Director of Aca-
demics, Cynthia Reed, all of our teachers, staff, students, friends of the Foundation, and Board members. Now, I ask 
you to be a part of our bold growth over the next decade.  Together, let's continue to go where ceremony and ritual 
have never gone before.  Together let’s weave Life-Cycle Celebrancy® into the very nature and fabric of life.    

                   
Graduating Class of 2005 

Life – service – joy   
They are combined in Celebrant as in few other pursuits. Thank you for being a part of what we are contributing to 
the world.   Thank you for understanding and experiencing the unique beauty of Celebrancy.  And thank you for mak-
ing your gift today to Celebrant Foundation & Institute. Please use the enclosed stamped and self-addressed enve-
lope right now to make your tax-deductable contribution, and be as generous as you can. 
   
With deep appreciation and all good wishes for the coming holidays, 
Charlotte Eulette, Int’l Director 

2001-2011 Celebrant Foundation & Institute’s Photo Album 
 

                                          CF&I 2006 Faculty                      PA Celebrants                                 Pat Sarma, Founder 

      
                                     Eve Young , NJ                             Peter Michie, NM                            Lois Heckman, PA 
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                Cris Simone-Kollet, NJ                     Graduation 2009  Jr. Celebrants!      Adam Phillips & Paul Wax, NY 

    
                      Graduation 2010                              Graduates 2010              Shauna Kanter @Collective Wisdom 2010 

       
                               

Class of 2006  w/Dorry Bless Board mem.   S. Kiesling S&H Editor@ 2010 Grad             Class of 2003 

    
                              Gerry Fierst, NJ                        Gaile Sarma, Founder      Class of 2010 & Rafael Bajarano CA 

    
                            Tulis McCall, NY                         Florida Celebrants                           Venus Kitigawa – Stojisic, CA 
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CELEBRANT GRADUATION & COLLECTIVE WISDOM 2011 
 

       Gate door, Island of Naxos, Greece  

Please join us! 
 
To our Class of 2011 and to all Celebrant Alumni, friends, families and admirers,  

we’re delighted to invite you to join us at our Celebrant Foundation & Institute’s… 

 

2011 Graduation Ceremony, Collective Wisdom Conference~Workshop  

& 10
th

 Year Anniversary 

on 
 

Saturday, April 30
th

 and Sunday, May 1
st

 2011 
 

at 
 

TT HEHE   HH YATTYATT   RR EGENCYEGENCY   JJ ERSEYERSEY   CC I TYITY   ONON   THETHE   HH UDSONUDSON     
Two Exchange Place, Jersey City NJ 07302 

www . j e r se yc i t y .h ya t t . com  

 

SCHEDULE 

 

Day 1: Saturday April 30th from 10am to 4pm in the Manhattan Ballroom 
 

Celebrant Collective Wisdom Conference & Workshop. 
Meet our faculty, board of directors and Celebrants! Our special guest speaker will be Barbara Rubel, 
world renowned thanatologist, traumatic grief expert and author. Seven alumni Celebrants will present their 
workshop presentations that will enrich your heart, mind and soul!  
 
 
Day 2: Sunday May 1

st
  from 10am to 4pm in the Manhattan Ballroom 

 
Celebrant Graduation Ceremony, 10

th
 Anniversary Celebration  

Keynote speaker will be editor-in-chief, David Schimke of Utne Magazine. 
After the graduation ceremony there will be a glorious lunch buffet (vegetarian and non-veggie), live music, 
dancing and alp horn lessons on the veranda.  
 
 

file://server01/Pryia-myDoc/www.jerseycity.hyatt.com
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TICKETS 

Tickets for Graduation & Collective Wisdom 2 Day Event:  
$70 per Adult and $30 for Children. 

 
Alumni attending Collective Wisdom Conference only:  

$40 a person 
 

Our invitation is open to your family and friends. 
Visa, MasterCard or checks payable to Celebrant Foundation & Institute. 

 
Graduation Manager: Priya Navani 
priyanavani@celebrantinstitute.org 

THE CELEBRANT FOUNDATION & INSTITUTE 
93 Valley Rd, Montclair NJ 07042 

973-746-1792 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

CELEBRANT CODE OF ETHICS: 
 
The Celebrant agrees:  
 

~ To support the goals and the mission of CF&I and the Association by setting and maintaining a 

    professional standard of service to the public that will bring credit and recognition to CF&I, the  

    Association, and its individual members. 

 

~ To serve each client with respect, sensitivity, and professionalism, and to provide all services in a  

    timely manner.  

 

~ To offer every client a personalized ceremony that includes their story as revealed to the Celebrant  

    through interview and questionnaires. 

 

~ To ensure that clients have complete choice of and final say over their ceremonies, and that the 

   Celebrant’s personal beliefs are immaterial to this process. To encourage clients in choosing and/or     

   approving a ceremony that is satisfying to them.  

 

~ To respectfully provide a ceremony that is as accurate as possible in all respects, including the 

    pronunciation of the names of people, places, and things.  

 

~ To meet the client for a no-obligation interview to discuss services prior to engagement.  

 

~ To provide unlimited consultation to clients while creating their ceremony.  

 

~ To conduct a rehearsal where necessary to the ceremony.  

 

~ To perform the ceremony in a professional, prepared, and appropriate manner.  

 

~ To gift the client/honoree a keepsake hardcopy of their ceremony. 

 

~ To provide a service that recognizes the unique personalities of the client, being sensitive to their   

    needs, wishes, values, philosophical and spiritual beliefs, and cultural backgrounds. 

 

~ Not to discriminate on the basis of gender, race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, or  

   sexual orientation. 

 

~ To comply and keep current with all laws regarding the performance of marriage in every country,   

    state, province, or municipality in which the Celebrant practices, including obtaining the necessary  

    legal authority to solemnize marriages and appropriately filing client marriage documentation as  

    required by law. 

mailto:priyanavani@celebrantinstitute.org
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